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TO 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 



FRAN 



LORD RAWDON. 

MY LORD, 

THE Countries, which may well triumph in the fcenes of 
action, however faintly exhibited, in the following pages, have 
from the earlieft period of time been looked upon as the fchool 
of Heroes ; in confequence of which, they have been envied, 
invaded, and at times brought to the brink of ruin ; but it is 
dot t^e lefs true, that they have been as frequently defended, 
led on to hazardous victory, and in the end to liberty, undec 
tEkR aufpices and bravery of your Lordship*s illuflrious Anceftors. 

You, my Lord, in imitation of thofe great Men, have the 
honour of defending the rights and liberties of your country 
in the fenate, as well as in the field : you have equally fig- 
nalize& yourfelf in both. Thus, at the hazard of your life, in 

b a war, 
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a war, of all others the moft dangerous, and implacable; thus, 
through your patriotifm and unrivaled love for the Mufes, you 
have ratfed yourfelf the moft lafting monuments ; the recollec- 
tion, of which, I truft, will be the means of infpiring each fuc- 
cceding generation with that regulated zeal, in the caufe of their 
country, which has fo eminently diftinguifhed the conduct of 
TOUR Lordship. 

Thu«, actuated as I am, with the higheft fenfe, and unfeigned 
gratitude, for the many obligations which you have from time 
to time conferred on me, tour Lordship will ftill add to thofe 
obligations, if you will be fo indulgent as to accept of this lite- 
rary produ(5tion» as a proof of that very high refpe<^ with which 
I remaioy 



Mt Lord> 

Tour moft humble^. 
Moft obedient, 

And very much obliged Servant^ 



G. J. THORKELIN. 
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F R E F A C E. 



M Y Countrymen iii earlier times, having an opportunity 
of carrying on a beneficial intercourfe with this happy Ifland, 
have, handed down, in their numerous works, fuch particulars 
concerning the Briti(h kingdoms, as are as yet fcarcely known. 
The pr^fent collection of Icelandic Fragments relating to the 
Hiftory of Great Britain and Ireland ferves to prove what I 
have advanced*. 

The firft of thefe Fragments, called Nordymra, containing 
an account of the Danifh invafions of Northumberland in the 
courfe of the. ninth century*, is publiflied from a Manufcript 
which came into my Hands after the Death of Erland Olafson, 
Efq. Syllumadr^ or.a Juftice of peace, for the county of Ifafiord 
in Icpland.. 

* Conf. Flor. Vigorncnfis; pp. 585, 586. E. Gibfon's Chronicon Saxonic. 
pp. 79, 80. Aflerius Menevenfis, edit. Franc. Wife, Oxon. 1722, p. 18, & feqq. 
Higden, p. aj. Matt. Weftmonafterientis, p. 161. Job. Brompton> edit. Twifdeo, 
pp. 803, 807. Saxo-Grammaticus, lib. ix. pp. 175— 177, edit, Soroe« 1644. 
Sim* Dunelmenfi*, edit. Twifdcn, pp. 14, ,123, i^z, . 

L&ngcbeck, 
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Langebeck, in his " Scriptores Rerum Danicarum,^ vol. II. 
has a fragment which bears a clofe refemblance to the prefent; 
and the life of Ragnar Lodbrok, King of Denmark, publifhed 
by Eric Julius Biorner, in his " Kaempedater,** or lives of the 
Northern Heroes, has great fimilarity to both. Our prefent 
fragment, though it contains many fa£ts which are related in 
the two former, and the ftyle of it is not very different from 
either, yet it isfuperior with refpe(5t to a greater variety of an- 
cient cuftoms and manners. 

It muft alfo be remarked, that the fragment £rft publilhed 
by Langebeck is by far more ancient than either the life of 
Ragnar abovementioned, or the following account, both of 
which are written in the thirteenth century ; for the firft men- 
tions nothing of William the Conqueror, who in the latter two 
is faid to have opened the barrow of Ivar, King of Northum- 
berland. This hiilorical relick, however^ lofes nothing by its 
being written at a later period; for the fa<Sls whicli it contains 
are ftrengthened by the two others, particularly that which, as 
I have faid, appears to be of an older date ; befides, it throws 
no fmall light on the remoter period of the Englilh hiftory. 

It is much to be lamented that we want fimilar accounts of 
the defcents made by the Danes into England anterior to the 
times of Ragnar ; for what either Saxo, in his Hiftory of Den- 
mark, or the Englifti writers of the middle age, have advanced 
on that fubje(5t, is too fhort and imperfedt ; and from the Death 
fong of Ragnar Lodbrok, we only learn that this warrior fpread 
frequently death and terror around the coafts of Britsun. 

3 ^ht 
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The fecond fragment, or A Voyage to Ireland from Ice- 
land IN THE TENTH Centurt, Is taken from a hiftory called 
** Laxdaela,** which comprifes the rife and progrefs of the firft In- 
habitants of the county of Laxardal in the Weft of Iceland . Snorro 
Sturlefon*, the Author of Landnamaf ; Gunnlaug and Oddr J, 
Authors of the life of Olave Tryggvafon, King of Norway, 
bear teftimony to the accuracy and authenticity of this work : 
nay, the fage Are, in his " Sched3e§,'' who flourifhed in the 
eleventh century, has ftrengthened their authority in this point. 

^ Laodnama^ or the Hiftory of the difcovery of Iceland, and the rife and 
progrefs of het firft Inhabitants, is written in the courfe of the twelfth and thir- 
teenth Century, publifhed at Skalholt in 1688, and at Copenhagen in 1774, at the 
ezpence of the truly learned and munificent Peter Frederic Suhm, a Lord of his 
Majefty's Bedchamber, &c. 

•f* Sec Snorro Sturlefon's Heimlkringla, or the Hiftory of Norway, written in 
Iceland before the middle of the thirteenth Centary, publiflied by J. Pering/kiold, 
Stockholm, 1699-1700, and again by G. Schonning, at the expence of His Royal 
Highnefs Prince Frederic, Prince Hereditary of Denmark and Norway, Co^ienha* 
gen, 1777. 

t Gunnlaug and Oddr, both Monks of the convent of Thingeyre, in the North 
of Iceland, flouriftied in thetwelfth and thirteenth century. The firft having written ' 
his hiftory in the Icelandic language, laid it before GifTur Halfon (who became a 

Erincipal Judge of the Icelandic republic in the year 1181^, the firft biftorian of 
is age, in order to receive of him the laft improvement. See Flateyarbook, 
pp. 1084, 1289, 1307. Conf. Olafs Tryggvafonar Saga Skalholt, 1688, pp. 11, 
3*1* 3517, 328, 329. Oddr wrote his work in Latin. See Flateyarbook, pp. 1261, 
1304, which has been afterwards tranflated into Icelandic, and publiftied at Up- 
fala, by J. Reinhielm, 1699, 4ro. It is more than likely that Oddr, has perufed the 
life of his Hero written in the fame language, which King Edward the CjnfefTor 
caufed to he read before his officers, afTembled at court, every Eafter. See Fla- 
teyarbook, pp. 1274, 1304. 

§ Scheda?, or the Effay on the Icelandic Hiftory, from the earlicft period to the 
Year 1122, by Are the Sage. Of this Work we have three editions; the firft 
was publiftied at Skalholt, 1688, by Thord Thorlakfon, Bifliop of that See, 410; 
the fecond by Chriftian Worm (afterwards Lord BiQiopof Copenhagen and Sealand), 
Oxford, 1697, 8vo5 the third by Andreas BuiTieus, Mayor of Elfineur, Copenha- 
gen, i7*7» 4^0- 

c The 
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The fadts herein recited topk place during the interval be- 
tween the years 936 and 962. 

In the firft year of the faid period Hacon die Good, or as he was 
commonly called the fofter-fon of AtheMlan, King of England^ 
afcended the Norwegian throne, at whofe . court Hofkuld, the 
father of our hero, for fome time refided : and in the year 
962 Harald Grafeld paid the debt of nature. This Prince 
ihowered favours on Olaf in the courfe of his reign. We can. 
learn no more on this fubje<5t, either from the copies of Lax- 
daela, preferved at Copenhagen in the colle<^ion of Manufcript&> 
which the late Regius Profeflbr*, Amas Magnufbn, bequeathed 
to the Univerfity f, or the copy mentioned by the Rev* Mr*. 
Ayfcough among the books4> which I truft will be an everlafting^ 
monument of that zeal and liberality with which the Arts and 
Sciences are fo eminently fupported and patronized by Sir Jofeph 
Banks, Bart. P. R. S. Perhaps the Chronicles of Ireland are not 
iilent on this point, as, if I do not miftake^ they mention the 
life of Murchard, whom I take to be the grandfather of Oiaf. 



* This geotlemao, a native of keland, left to tbe UniTerfity, by a will dated 
Copenhagen, Jan..6, 1730, beildes a coUcdion of 1761 roanufcripts, and feveral 
thoufand original Charters relating to the hiftory of Scandinavia, a coniiderable 
fum of money, which enables the Traftees appointed and incorporated by his Ma- 
jefty's Charter, dated Fredensborg, Sept. 24, 1772, to keep a Secretary and two 
Clerks, whofe duty it is to publiih every year at leaft one of the Manufcripts 
abovementioned. 

f See No 123, 124, 125, ia6, 127, 158, on Paper; and N^ 128, 132, i6i, 
on Parchment ; all in folio. 

X See the Catalogue of the Manufcripts preferved in the Britifli MufeujD, bitherttf 
undefcribed, London, 1782, p. 890, N*' 4861. 

Of 
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• Of Two Short Accounts relating to Discoveries mAde 
BY THE Icelandic Navigators in the ninth Century, the 
firft, p. 6a, is taken from Eyrbyggia, or the hiftory of the 
county of Eyrarfveit in the Weft of Iceland, written in the thir- 
teenth century, and publifhed at Copenhagen in 1786. For 
tha other, p. 65, we are obliged to the Author of Landnama, 
a work of equal authority and importance. 

TheREcoRDs concerning th£ Orkney Islands, p. 71, are 
publifhed from a manufcript on -paper in my own colletStion. 
The originals had belonged to the cathedral of Thrundhem, and 
were loft in the dreadful fire which happened at Copenhagen in 
,1728, and proved highly fatal to the Northern lit^ature. 

Happy (hall I be, if the Publick may be pleafed to take the 

: prefent performance of mine as a fpecimen not \inworthy of their 

notice ; for a part of which/ viz. the Englifh tranflation of 

NoRDYMRA, written ftiortly after my arrival in England in the 

year 1786, I am indebted to my friend the truly ingenious and 

liearixed Mr. John Pinkerton. 



<*G. J. THORKELIN. 

London, 
^Novembcra, 1788. 
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In Nordymra. 




- In the Voyage from Iceland to Irclarid. 

P. 90. note J. " To pic*' fignifies here " to harbour, to be in harbour,** from pic, 
an inlet of the fea; a word Sequent in the names of places in Great Britain, yiz. in 
Berwick^ Dunwich^ Greenwich ^ Harwich y Hawich, Ipfwicb, Kefwicky NaTrtptviicbf 
Norwich^ Pain/wick, Sandwich, Warwick, fVbolwich, ^c. To pic, &c. 

P. 91. 1. 3- f<jr " although he proceeded jn the night/' x. •• if iic lay in harbour 
during the night/' 
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FRAGMENT of IRISH HISTORY; 

OR, A 

VOYAGE TO IRELAND 

UNDERTAKEN FROM 

ICELAND 

IN THE TENTH CENTURY. 
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U M fumarit vard ^at til tidend^ at konoDgr Hacon of No^ 
regi for i ftefno-for auftr i Brehneyar oc gk>rdi frid fyrer land 
iitt, efter ^vi fern log ft6do til; hk ^idia fumar. Sk fundr fkyldi 
vera hofdingia imilli, oc fitii at ]>eim malum fern konongar 4tto 
um at daema. 

|)at {K)tti fkemtileg for at isekik |rann fund, J>viat |«ngat co- 
mo menn ner af ollm loodom {^ini er ver hofom tidende af. 

Hofkuldr fetti fram /kip fitt, be vildi faekia fund ]«nna fviat 
hann hafde egi fundit konong a f«im vetri. . ]>angat var oc 
kaupflefna at fsekia. Fundr yeSi var all fiolmear^ ]»r var 
fkemtan mikel, dryckior, leikar oc allikins glede. 



Ein dag er Hoikoldr for at ikemta fer yid nockora menn, & 
hann tiald eitt ikrautlegt flaerri odrnm bt^dum, Hoikuldr geek 
l^angat i tialdet oc fat JKir fyrer madr i gudvefiar klgedud), og 
hafdi gerikan hatt a hofdi. 

Hoikoldr fpurdi ];ennan man dt nafhi, han nefndeft Gills 

hinn Gerike. Hofkoldr fegeft oft hafa heyrt haas geted, kal- 

a - lade 
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THI5 fummer it happened, that Hacon, king of Norway, 
went to the aflembly in the iflands of- Brenneyar, for the pur- 
pofe of eftablifhing peace throughout his doniinions, in obe- 
dience to the laws of the country, which obliged the neigh* 
homing princes to aflemble and continue there, as long as the 
acrangement of the public afiairs required their prefence. 

It was efteemed the highdft pleafure to attend this aflerably, 
as it was crowded with the duels of every nation of whom we 
liave any knowledge. 

Hoikuld, haying put his fhip to fea, got himfelf in readinei^ 
to vmt on his majefty, to whom he had net paid his duty the 
preceding winter ; and at the fame time to maite himfelf ac* 
quMnted with this celebrated market, which was exceedingly nu- 
annrat, and at the fame thne equally fj^odid and attractive, 
every Ipttrval of hi^ncis being filled with banqueting, inter- 
ludes, plays, and a variety of other entertaiMaents eqqa^y en- - 
chanting. 

. 0a ^ Cof as QpO^tdd todL a waik with lame of hit attendants^ 
chancing to iee a neat tent at a diftance ^m the reft, cu- 
liofity induced, him to bend his fieps that way ^ having come 
«p tait, ke met with a man at the door cloathed in purple, 
with a Ruffian, hat on \At head. 

On enquiry he found that his name was Gilli the Ruflian. 
Hofkuld (kid he had often heard his name, and that his fortune 

waft. 
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ladb han jjeirra manna audgazan, er vered hofdo i kaupmannj^ 
logom, oc munt ]ju hafa J^a luti at felia ofs er ver vilium kaupa. 

Gilli fpyr hvat fat vaere ? Foronautar Hofkoldar fegizf hapn 
vili kaupa ambdtt nockora, ef hann hefdiat felia. Gilli {varsjit 
]>ar jjyckiz |)er leita mer meinfdnga um ]?etta, er ber faHd |>a Inti 
er l^er 8etled ec muni egi tilhafa. En |>at er])o egir&dity hifert 
fva ber vid. ' ' . * 

Hbflcoldr {k at um ]>vera biidina var fortiald : )» lypti Gilli &% 
tialdino, oc & Hoikoldr at xij konor l^to ff rer innan tialdit. 

])a mselti Gilli at Hofkoldr ikyldi gimga |)4ngat oc lita a e£ 
hann vUldi nockora kaupa af |)eim konom. 

Hoikoldr gerir fva ; jraer Hao allar faman um |)vera bu« 
dina, hann hyggr uandliga at koiiuui j^eflbm, hann at kona 
fat utarliga vid tiald fkorina, fd var ilia klaedd. Hbfkoldi leyil 
konan frid fynom ef nockot msetti 4(i^. ^i maelti Hbikeidr:; 
hverfo dyr er fu kona af ec vil kaupa i 

GiHi f¥arar : >|;u fkalt reida fyrer hana yrikc meiicor fylfov. 
STa virde ec fagdi Ho£koIdr, at ]7u munir leggia^ kono ]»4i^ heldr 
dyrt, ^»viat fetta CK) f riu verd. v. , ,.,• 

j)a fvarar Gilli ; rett mseitir ])u, at ec met hana dyrari enn 
adrar, ki68 |>er esahveria af hinom xi oc gtald'fyrer ein« mork 
fylfbrs, enn feflefe efter 1 minne eigo. 

Bbfkoldr mxlti ; vita mon ec hve mikit filir er i ^od'f'eim feu 
er a bellti mer, oc bad Gilla taka vogina. 



i« 
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Vas ru|>erior |[» tli^t of any other merchant, in confequencd of 
whiqh h^ expeiSred to find fome things With him, of which he 
was defirous. ..... 

Gilli enquired what he wanted. One of Hofkuld's attendantt 

anfwered, that he wanted to piirchafe^a maid flave, if he had 

Tiny* Gilli nplied, no doubt yon intend to rally me, for you 

fvobably guefs that I have not what you aik for ; but ia that 

«" ' you are perhaps mif^aken. 

*^,. *: Hofkuld having caft his eye round the tent, obferved it to be 
. dividod. with a cqrtain, fufpehded in the middle; wMch, on 
being drawn up, difcloied twelve wornen. 
• Gilli on this invited Hofkuld to approach and take his 
choice. 

Hofkuld accepted the invitation; and, after a clofe infpeiStion, 

£xed on one feated laft of all next the tent, and of courfe lefs 

confpicuous. Notwithftanding the meannefs of her drefs, her 

beauty fhone throughout fo irrefifHbly, that Hofkuld was im- 

. mediately captivated with her charms, which evinced an illuf- 

. trious defcent. 

The price fet on her amounted to the weight of three marks 
of filver. It ieems to me, faid Hofkuld, that you place too high a 
value on her ; inafmuch as this appears to be triple the price. 
Gilli adcnowledged he was in the right, as he eftimated her 
beyond the refl ; at the fame time acquainting Hofkuld, that if 
he left her and chofe any of the reft, he fhould have her for 
one mark of filver. 

I will fee, faid Hofkuld, the quantity of filver at prefent in 
my purfe, which was hung to his girdle ; on this he called for 
the fcales. 

B GUli 
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' o ^ mogUi ^Ui ])etta mat fkal fara-ovela af miniie hende, |7viat 
^ er ifiikill Uodr *am r4d konotiaar» Til ec af ^ vifif hstt^ adr 
ver flaum kaupi ]?eflb. HoCkoldr fpyr hvat ]>at veri. 



Gilli fssarar; kona jieffi er omala, hefi ec marga vcgaleitad coils 
vkl bana, ea aldrdu fengit ocd af Jiernie) cr |>at! at viib mki 
setlan, at hun kunni ecki- at maera. . 

Hoikoldr fvarar; lat fram reidfluna^ oc ilaom hvat vegr fiodr 
ik er ec hefe her. Gilli g^ier fva, vegr fii^cet,, oc voro ^ 
]>ri4r merk&r vegnar^ 

|>a maelti Ubfkoldr: fva hefir nu tilteker, at j^tta monverd^i 
kaup ockait, tak |;ni fe ])etta til j^iti eon ec Maa taka Tid cono 
l^ofiariy kalla ec at ^u hafec drengelega af J^eflo haft, |mat vift 
vildir jni mig ei felfadoD* 

^idan geek Mo^bldr heim til biidar finnar^ oc ^at &ma qroid 
rekti haon hii henne. 

En wm morgynen efter er menn foro i klaede lin, maelti Ho- 
/koldr ; litt er Ift^rieete 4 klaedum ^m er. GilH hina. Addgpi hefin]>er 
fengity «r ^t oc fatt, at hoiiom ^an meica i mvn at^JiLlaed^ xi^ 
enn eina. 

Sidan lauk Ho/koldr up kiftu einm oc tok ])ar uppi^r god 
kvenn klaede oc fdldi henni^ var |>at oc aUra; manna, mid it 
henne faemde god kisede. 

Enn er. hoWingiar hofdo maelt feim maUun. er. log ftoda 
til Y^ var llitid fundinum^ geek ^k Hofkoldr 4 fuiidr Ha- 
conar konongs oc qvadde hanir vii'dugliga. . Konongr 
maelti) tekit munda ek hafa qvediu |jinne, |j6 fyrre hefde 
ordet. Efler |>at t6k konongr Hofkoldi raed allri blido, 

oc 
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' OilK it^ngr <*i$, dbfttvedvthflrt ^t^b'timpoiCfion iii this sffsAt 
ihould be laid to his charge, on account of which he thought 
It but juft to acquaint the intended pu'rchafer, that the woman 
was fubje(5t to' a remarkable 4^fe6tr, Hofkuld was impatient to 
know what it might lie.'' 'I , 

Gilli foon gratified him, in letting him know that flie Mja« 
dumb ; and notwithftanding, continued the merchant, 1 have 
endeavoured by various means to induce her to fpeak, they have 
all proved ineHeftual. 

. fefo&uld again denianded the fcaliesy atid ili^red to fee how 
taitich the purfe contained. GiUi obeyed> and having weighed 
Ihe filver found it exa(SWy to ^niount to three marks^ 

Havmg clofed the bargain, Hofk'iild toc^ the fair, and 
acknowledged that Gilli throughout the whole had dealt with 
ciiridouf. : . • ' 

Hofkujfd returitied to hiis lodging attd'flept with his f^r pur- 
chafe the night following. 

' 'The eriftidng mornings as he was'dreffingy he faiii to her, 
thc^e'^^t^^ fonyrpre ^Vilth'the rhonied merchant Gilli, carry 
iiitt^' apt)eiran6e of 4^ality ; furely it requires more trouble and 
expence to provide for elevtti than one.' 

On this he b^eneid a theft, and dii&w thence a fine fait of 
femaie Srefsi* whifc^ he preieritcd to .her, -in- which Ihe appeared 
to the utmoft advantage as fuitable to her dr^ty. • ' 

' -'^he" public affeks Beiitg fettled, the aflembly was dif- 
Vblted;- '''ritJfku!d Immediately waited on king Hacon; arid, 
after faluting him'' with • all proper "obeifance, hifr majefty 
^c^iiaifited him,* tMt his( earlier attendance would have been. 
Tfery acceptable ;' he received fcim' • exceedingly g¥aciou^, 
4 :..•..; invited 
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oc bad han ganga i fitt (kip, oc v^a m^d fer i^edan han v«re 
i Norege. . 

Hoikoldr dvaldiz med konongi nockora hridf let konongr fer* 
ma fkip hans med ht^fa vid^. jii maelti konongr til hans, egi 
fkal dvelia |)ic lengr en ^t likar, |K}tt ofs |^iki vandfeingen madr 
i |>in ftad. 



Sidan leiddi konongr Hofkold til fkips oc maelti i at fsemdar 
manne hefe ec j^ik reindan oc nae^.er ])at minne ^tlan, at ]>u 
iigler nii hit lidaza fin af Nprfigi £q at ec fe her yTermadr ; dr^ 
konongr giillhring af hendi fer |)ann ex vog mork oc gaf ho- 
nom ;QC fverd grip annan, |>at er koftat Jiafdi halfa niork gulls. 

Hbfkoldr |)ackadi konongi allan ]7an foma er ban hafdi framr 
lagt, fteig fidan a fkip og fi^ldi til hafs. 

^ er hann var >heim komin, fpyr loron, hver kona fiji fe er i 
for vacre med honom. 

Hoikoldr fvarar^ fva mun ]>er f yckia fern ec fvari fer ikaetinge ; 
ec veit egi nafn hennan lorun mselti, |7at mun tveimr ikifta, 
at fi hlutr mun loginn, fem fyrer mik er borinn, edr Jni munt 
talad hafa vid hana, oc frettad hana'at jiafni, 

Hofkoldr ^vez }^e{s egi j^rseta mundi oc feger henne it fanna, 
oc bad henni virkta, qvad ])at nxi finu fka.pi at htka yaeri ^ar 
heima at viftar fare, . . 

A' ofan -verdum vetri fzeddi frillan Uofkoldi fveinbarn, j^ann 
var jyangat kaUadx, oc fynt barnit, leitlt honom iem odruroy at 
egi hefdo jfeir fed annat barn vsenra ne il6rmanligra. 

HofkoWr var at fpurdr, hvat fveinnen Ikyldi heita, hann bad 
han vatni aufa oc kalla Olaf, j^vi j^a hafdi Olafr Feyl^n andaz 
modor broder hans. 

Olafr 
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iiivited'liim iwi bddr^ hU (hipSi in order to accompany him in 
his voyage to Norway. 

Having ftayed fome time at court, in the mean while the 
prince ordered the Ihips of Hoflculd to be loaded with building 
materials ; which 'b^ing done, his majefty let him know that 
he did not wi(h to detain him any longer than his pleafure ; 
notwithftahding the king* acknowledged it was difficult to find 
6is equal j fuch was the opinion he entertained of him. 
' • His majefty, having accompanied him to the port, difclofed 
the confidence he repofed in him ; and, as it was his opinion 
that this Was the Itift voyage Hofkuld fhould make in the pre* 
fen^ reign, he took' off his hand a gold ring, weighing one 
mark, which, .with a fword Worth half a mark of gold, he pre- 
fented them to HoJkuld. . 

Hoflculd hf a vitig returned his thanks to the monarch, for 
thefe, and all other marks of royal favour, embarked for Iceland. 

In which having fa fe arrived, lorun afked her hufband, who 
the ftrange woman might be ? 

Hofkuld replied, perhaps you may think I intend to affront 
you, if I tell you that I do not know her name. One of thofe 
things mud be falfe, faid lorun, either what you now report,: 
or what 1 have been told, that you have fpoken with her, 

Hoikuld faid he would not deny it, but rather tell the truth ; 
in confequerice of which he recommended the ftranger, and 
exprefled a wi(h that Ihe might live with them. 

Toward the fpring the maid fervant was brought to bed of a 
boy, who being brought to Hofkuld, was allowed by him, as 
well as every one that law him, to excel in beauty and figure. 

It being required of Hofkuld, to know what name he (hould 
bear, the father preferred the name of Olaf, which the child was 
baptifed by, becaufe Ohf Pheylan the uncle of Hofkuld was dead. 

G Olaf 
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vid fveinin. , v' • • , : 



Um funoarit epter maelti l6ron vid fr^llpn^ atUun.mpodj.^pj^ 
taka verknad nockom, eda fara i burt plla* 

Hoikoldr bad haoa vinaa^e^oi hiooom), ,oc |»ar,9>cd geet^ 
fveinfins. 

Enn |ja fveinninn var tvaevetr, var haiMi almseltr, oc rann eina 
faman fem fiogra vetra gomol biSrn. 

fat var til tidenda einn morgon, at Hoifcoldr yar gengin Tit at 
lid um bae fin, vedr var gott oc {^\ ikin, oc var litt 4 loft ko- 
men, hann heyrde manoa-m^l,. geek hann ^a, jjangat til feq;^ 
laekr fell hi^ tiin-breckunne, fi hann |)ar tvo mena oc kjeade,. 
var J>ar Olafr fnn bans og moder bans, faer hann |jaik^it at hiin. 
er egi mallaus, f viat hijn taladl margt vi^ fveinin., 



Sidan geek Hoikoldr til |?eirra> oc fpyr haaa at nafoe, ec qyad 
henne egi ftoda at dyliaz lengr. 

Hiin qvad fva vera fkyldi, fetiaz ]?au ^k nidr i tiin-breckuna^ 
Sidan maelti hiin : ef f u vilt nafn mitt vita, ]ji heite ec Melkorka. 
Hann bad hana fegia lengra aett fina. Hiin fvarar, Mirkiartan hp'i- 
ter fader minn, hann er konongr a Irlandi, oc var ec j>adan hep- 
teken xi vjetra gbmul. . , , 

Hoikoldr qvad hana helz til oflenge |>agad bafayferfogodre aett. 

Sidan geek Hofkoldr inn oc fagdi loronni |>efli tidende. loroa 
fagdez egi vita hverio vaeri at tri'ia, qvads fer.egi vera um ky-- 
nia men alia, oc fkilia ]>au ])efla roedo, var lorun.hvergi betr vid 
hana efter enn 4;lr, enn Hofkoldr nockoro fleira, 

Utlp 
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Olaf encreafed fb fad in llrength and beauty, that he was al- 
lowed to excel every boy of his years ; on every occafion dif- 
clofed the 'ftrongeft marka of love for his fatherj which the fa- 
ther failed not to rct«rn« • 

' The fummer followirtg lorun told the maldflave that (he; muft 
either quit the hottle, or perform the duties of a fcrvant. 

Hofkuld requefted that (be might attend to the child in pre- 
ference to any other duty. 

When the boy was two years old he fpak.e perfe<5Uy,, and 
walked quicker than othcirs at four. 

One morning it happened as Ilofkuld was walking round th^ 
houfe rather early, as the weather was exceedingly fair, and the 
fun inviting, he thought he heard a voice at a little diftancd; he 
fought the margin of a rivulet, that waflied the foot of a neigh- 
bouring hill, under the fhade of which he could diftinguirti two- 
perfons, whom he found to be his fon Olaf and his toother ; 
on this he found that flie was not dumb, being occupied in 
fpeaking to the chikU 

Having liftened for forae time, he approached at length,, and 
defired to know her name. 

Seeing that Ihe could no longer conceal it, llie cornplied ; on 
his being feated,. (he faid my name is Melkorka* He then de- 
fired to k-now fomethtng of her family. In return to this (lie 
acquainted him, that her father Merkeartan (Murcartoc) was king 
©f Ireland, from Whom' (lie was taken captive at the age of eleven.. 
Ho(kuld obferved that (he bad kept this a fecret too long- 
He then returned to his wife, and recounted this incident, 
who did not feem to relifh the intelligence, as (lie faid (he did^ 
not know what to believe, nor did (he like the family. This 
circumflance, however it might raife the envy of lorun, failed 

not 
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. -Litlo fidarr er loron f6r at fofa togade MelkorKa af henne 
oc lagde fcoklaeden a golfet. l6ron t6k fockana oc keyrde um 
hofut henne ; Melkorka reiddejj oc rafc hnefan 4 nif^r henne fo 
at bi^W vard lauft. Hofl^oidr kom at oc (kylde jwer, 



Efter |)at let Hofkoldr Melkorko fara a brott oc gaf heone 
t^uftad uppi i Laxdrdal })ar heiter fidan a Melkorkn-ftoduni; 
|)ar er nii audn. |?at er fyrer funnan Laxi. 

Setr nii Melkorka |>ar bvi faman, oc faer Ho/koldr henne alt 
{>at er hiin |)urfti. 

Lidr nu fva |>ar til er Olafr var fuUvaxinn, oc in fridazti fy» 
num allra manna, JTeirra er naenn hofdo fet. Hann var a Mel- 
korka ftodum. 

Holkoldr var |)a hniginn a efra aldr oc veik meir af fer umfia 
um rida hage Melkorko enn verit hafde, qvod |)at egi koma sidr 
til Olafs Ibnar |?eirra. 

Olafr Iiigdiz fkyldi veita flika umfia er hann kynne, 

Melkorku |jokti Hofkoldr egi giora til sin fern fyrr hafde han 
giort hefer hun |>at n\i i hug fer at gera |>ai nockot, fem honom 
jjykti egi betr. 

jjorbiorn Skriufr hafde meft nmfii veitt bui Melkorku, oc vakit 
bonord vid hana, J>a er han hafdi nockora hrid med henne verit, 
enn hon tok |)vi tiaerri. 

5 Skip 
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not to cncreafe the efte^pa of Hofknld, who heaped favours oa 
the captive princefs. 

Soon after this, as Melkorka attended lorun to bed, and had 
drawn oflf her ftockings, fhe dropped them on the floor, which 
enraged lorun to fach a degree, that flie took np the ftockings 
.and (truck Melkorka about the head with them. This was an 
indignity that Melkorka could not fuftain, in confequence of 
which fhe ftruck her miftrefs with fuch violence at the nofe, as to 
,provoke blood ; in the moment the prefence of Hofkuld inter- 
pofed, and put an end to the difpute. 

After this he deemed it proper to difmifs Melkorka, having af- 
figned her a houfe in the valley of Laxardal, called Melkbrka- 
ftader, which is now deferted. It is pleafantly iituated on the 
fouth fide of Laxa. 

Here Melkorka took up her abode ; Hofkiild taking care to 
fupply her with every thing that (he might (tand in need of. 

Olaf was educated with his niother till he had attained to the 
years of manhood, and was univerfally allowed, in (hape and 
perfonal accomplifhments, to excel all his cotemporaries. 

Ho/kuld was old at this time, and began to (hew fomewhat 
lefs attention to Melkorka as he advanced in yearsy leaving this 
to Olaf, whofe duty he faid it was. 

Olaf acceded to this, and promifed to fulfil that duty ; which 
he did as far as his fituation would permit. 

Melkorka taking this in dudgeon, as (he did not conceive to 
have given any offence that might occafion this coolnefs, deter- 
mined with herfelf to do (bmething that mi^ht avenge the 
flight. . . . _ 

Thorbiorn Skruf, on account of his having fupeiinteri^ed tlie 
donaeftic affairs of Melkorka, often paid his addrefies to her, bat 
in vain. 

D At 
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Skip ftod uppi d Bordeyri i Hruta-firde Orn het ftyrimadr, 
hann var hirdmadr Haralds koaongs Gunnhildar fonar. 

Melkorka talar vid Olaf fbn fin |)4 er |>au finnaz, at hun vil 
at hann fari utan, oc viti fraenda finna gaufugra, |>viat ec fae ]?er 
fatt fagt, at Mirkiartan er at vifo fader minn, oc er hann ko- 
jQongr Ira; er |?er at vlfohaegt at radaz til ikips a Bord-eyre. 

Olafr fvarar : talat hefi ec |>etta vid faudr minn, oc t6k hann 
lett 4, enn j>an veg er fidrhag mlnom hattat oc foftra mins, at 
j>at er meira i laundora ok kuik-fe, enn lilendikri leggiandi 
vauro. 

Melkorka fvarar ; egi nenni ek, at j>u fert lengr ambattar fijin 
kalladr, oc ef ]>at nemr vid faurinni at |)ii |)ickiz hafa fe of-litir, 
|»i mun ec helldr j>it til vinna at giftaz* jwrbyrne ef (jvi raedz til 
ferdar helldr enn idr, |>viat ec oetla at hann leggr fram vauror 
fua iem fii kant vid at |>urfa ef harm niir rada-hag vid mik. 

Er ])at oc til koftar at HofkoWr muno tueir Tutir ilia lika p4 
er hann fpyr huarotveggia, at ^ ert or landi farinn, enn ec 
em gift. 

Olafr bad modr Una eyna r&fa. Sij^an raeddi Olafr vid ]>or- 
bi6rn*at hann villdi taka vauro at honom at Idnij oc giora mi- 
kit at. 

]x)rbi6i'n ifvarar ]?at mun |>vi at eins, at ek n^ rada-hag vid 
Melkorko yi vaentir mic at J>er fe iafn-heimilt mitt fe^ fern Mt 
yii hefir at vardveita. 

7 Olafr 
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At this time a fhip lay in the port of Bordfeyrt, irt the forth- 
of Hruta. The captain's name was Ora, who belonged to the: 
court of king Harald Gunhildfon. 

Melkorka difclofed her anxious wifh to her fon, that ho 
iliould go about for the purpofe of paying a vifit to his noble 
relations in^ Ireland, particularly Mi^rkiartanj king of that iflanJ. 
Now, faid fhe, it is eafy to put this wifli in execution, feeing; 
that there is at prefent a veflel in the harbour of Boideyri. 

To this Olaf anfWercd; I- have already converfed with my • 
father on this fobjesSt, and muft fay that his anfwer gives n\Q no 
great encouragement to- purfae itj- and you knmv. that my pro* 
perty, as well as what belongs to my fofter- father, . confifts more: 
in landed eftates and cattle, than. in. merchandizes of Iceland. 

Melkoxka replied, I cannot any longer fupport the idea of 
your being called* the fon of a flkve, for which -purpofe^ if in-* 
digencc is the only impediment to your voyage, I Ihall comply 
with Ttiorbiorn'S folicitations ; if you conceive- that a portion of 
his wealth will enable you to^ profecute your journey, I am con^ 
fident of his readinefs to furnifh you with whatever you • may 

want. * ' ' . 

1 know, continued fhe, thofe two things will' not fail to dif- 
pteafe Hofkuld, when he comes to the knowledge of your de- 
parture, and my marriage. 

^ Olaf faid the whole fhould entirely tlcpend oil the prudence 
of his mother. He then requefted the- loan* of- fome money 
frooi Thorbiorn. 

To which Thorbiorn replied, that he could not think of com- 
plying with this requeft, till the mother of Oiaf had confented 
to, marry him ; aften which 'he rtjight. command his purfe* 

Olaf 
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Olafr qvad at j^at mundi ])i at r4di gerty taulodo {leir ])i med 
fer ]>4 luti er j^eir vildo oc ikyWi j^etta fara allt af hii6di, 

Hofkoldr mselti vid Olaf at hann mundi rida til |)ings vid ho- 
< nom : Olafr qvadz \it egi meiga fyrer bii-fyflo, letz miuidi 
^era 14ta lambhaga vid Lax4. ., 

Holkoldr Ukadi vel at hann yilldi irai buit annaz. 



Sidan reid Holkoldr, enn biiit var til bn^dlaups a Lamba ftau- 
dotn oc redi Olafr elnn mil-daga, feck hann xxx hundrod af 
vauro 6ikiptri, oc Ikyldi |»ar ecki f yrer-koma. 



Bi^rdr Holkolds fun vas at bn^d-laupi oc vifli }peffa. rada-gerd 
med |>eim. 

Enn er bodi var lokit, reid Olafr til fkips oc hitti Orn fly- 
riman oc t6k fer j^ar fari. Enn idr enn |>au Melkorka ikilduz, 
felldi ht^n honom i hendr fingorguU mikit oc mselti; j^enna ring 
gaf fadir minn mer at tann-fe, oc vaenti ec hann kenni, ef 
hann fer. Enn feck hiin honom knif oc bellti oc bad han felia 
foftro finni, get ec at hiin dylez egi vid Jjeflar iard-tekner. Oc 
enn maelti Melkorka ; mi hefi ec jjic fva heiman buit, fem ec 
kann beft, oc kent per Iriko at msla, fva at j^ic mun egi fkiftai 
hvar ]>ic ber at Irlandi. 
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Olaf gave him hope of fuccefs, and began to |>ring. it, to a 
conclufion as fecretly as poffibie. 

Holkuld invited Olaf to accompany him to the general aflembly, 
but Olaf excufed himfelf on accouiU of fome domeftic afiairSf 
particularly an intended inclofure in the neighbourhood of Laxa. 

This was in itfelf a fuflicient apology to Hofkuld, who de- 
lighted in hufbandry, and was happy to find that his fon was 
of the fame difpofition. 

In a fhort time after Holkuld repaired to the general diet ; in 
the interval of which the intended marriage betwixt Melkorka 
and Thorbiorn was privately celebrated at Lamballad, Olaf him- 
felf having ilipulated the contra<St ; one of the articles of which 
was, that he ihould previoufly receive thirty pounds without 
any obligation of re-payment. - 

Bard Hofkuldfon was prefent at the wedding, as confcious of 
the intrigue. 

As foOrt as the feafting was ended, Olaf fet off for Bordeyri, 
and agreed with Om, the captain of the veiTel already sdluded 
to, for his pafiTage. Having taken a moil afieftionate leave of 
Mdkorka his mother, Ihe prefented him with a ring, faying, 
My fatiier macle a prefent of this gold ring to me, on the ap- 
pearance of my firft tooth, and I hope that he will know it 
again ; at the fame time prefenting a knife and a girdle, which 
ihe charged him to deliver to her nurfe, if living, and whom 
flxe faid would recognize them in aii inftant; adding withal, 
you fee, my fon, that I have done every thing in my power to 
enable you to accomplifti your wiflied-for voyage. The Irilli 
language I have taught you perfe<5tiy, that you can be at no 
Ip^.in that point, land where yop will in the ifland. 

E As 
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til fkips, oc figla ])eir ))egar i hat 

NA kemr Hoikoldr heim af 'j'mgi oc fjpyr l^effi -ti^tB* ; ho- 
tiom likadi heldr Jningliga erm med ^vi vanda menn ham ^tto i 
hlut frfadiz hann oc let vera kyrt. 



^im Olafi byriadi vel oc taka Koreg Om *fy(ir <39«f -« hm 
til hyrdar Haralds konongs Grafelds, qvad han gcra <il ^f&sm. g6*i 
dan f<J>ma er egi voro betr menter enn Okfr var. 



Olafr qvadz |>at mundi upptaca oc fara nt^ til hirdarioiiar» -oc 
f4 g6dar vid-tocor vaknar konongr ^gar vid Olaf, fyver iakir 
fnenda bans, oc baud honom f^gar ined fer at Tera. 

Gunnhildr lagdi mikil maeti a Olaf ^gw hun vifil baan var 
brodor-fun Ri^ts enn fumir menn maelto ^^, at henni ^tti 
ikemtan at tala vid 01af» ];6tt hann nyti egi annara at. 



Olafr 6gladdiz j^egar aleid vetrinn. Qm fpyr hvat honom 
var at ecka. 

Olafr fvarar : ferd 4 ec fyrer hondom at fara veftr van haf, 
]>3etti mer mikit undir at fd ferd vseri farin fumarliiogt) oc settir 
^1^ ]7ar lut at» 

Ora 
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As foon as Olaf bad embarked, a favourable ^ale aoiiited the 
fwelling fails, and in a (hort time bore the VJeilel into the rasdm 

Scarcely had Olaf returned from the aflembly, when the 
Whole of what had been tranfaded in his ab&nce came fto his 
ear, which in the :beginiiing failed not to kindle his^an^er. Jn 
coniideration, however, of the relationfhip in which the perfons 
Hood to him concerned in the tranfa<5tion, he was induced to 
moUify his p^on, and to endeavour to be as a4m as poffible 
on the occafion. 

Olaf and his i^ompanions • f«iached the •Norwegian fhc^re 
after an agreeable voyage. Here Orn infifted that Olaf ihould 
appear at court, in order to pay his refpe<Sts to the king Harald 
Grafeld, -^fibriDg him that many, who could by no m«ans boaft 
a fupwioiity, had noet with ^ very favourable recepit^ion at the! 
court of that affable monarch. 

■Olaf at length complied, and, in company with Orn, repaired 
to court, where he was moli gracioufly received, as his majefty 
well remembered his family ; in 'confequence of which he was 
indulged in all the freedoms of the court. 

Gunhild knowing Olaf to be nephew to Rut, diftinguiftied 
ISam by Several marks of favour ; y^t fuch was the public opi- 
nion, that the very pleafure of converfing with Olaf was deemed 
fuffident to recommend him; fuch was the elegance and attrac- 
6on of his manner. 

Olaf at length became very thoughtful : this did not cfcape 
the eye of Orn, who watched an opportunity in order to enquire 
into it. 

Olaf thus anfwered his enquiry, I am obligedj faid he, to un- 
dertake a voyage through the weftern ocean, which I wifh to 
accomplilh this fummer, under your aufpices. 

Orn 
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Orn bad han j^efs egi fyfaz^ qvaz egi vita |)eirra ikipa vo& ef 
vefir um haf g^nga mundi. ^ 

Gunahiidr ged: a tal j^eirra oc mslti. Nii heyri ec ydr ]»at 
maela er egi hefir fyrr verit, at Hn. veg Jyckir hverom. 



Olafr fagnar vel Gunnhildi oc ]«tr egi nidr-falla talit : fidan 
gengr Orn i brott, enn ]»au Gunnhildf t6co yi tal, fegir Olafr 
{>4 aetlan sina oc fva hvat honom \i vid, oc at Mirkiartan Ira 
konongr var odr fadir linn. 

^ mselti Gunnhildr ; ec ikal f4 ]>er ftyrk til ferdar JwiTarar, at 
yd megir farafvafkoryigliga fern yd vilt )>4ngat. Olafr j^ackadi 
henni bod fin. 

Sidan laetr Gunnhildr biuui {kip,-oc fser menn til, ^ad Olaf 
aqueda 4 hve marga men hann vildi hafa med fer veflr um haf, 
enn Olafr qvad ^ lx manna, oc letz mundi miklo ikipta, at lid 
j)at vaeri likara hermonnom en kaupmonnom. Ii6n qvad fva 
vera Ikyldi, 

Orn var nefndr oc Olafr til ferdaretmar ; ^tta lid var all vel 
biiit. . " 

Haraldr oc Gunnhildr leiddo Olaf til fkips, oc faugdoz mundi 
leggia til med honom hamingio fina oc vin^tto med vingan finni 
annari er |^au haufdo tillagt, oc kaullodo eugan hafa vsenlegri 
comit af iflandi a .j^irra dogom. 

.^ fpurdi Haraldr hverfo gamall madr hann vaeri : Olafr 
mselti ec era mi xviii vetra gamall. Konongr mselti yi; miklir 
^gaetis menn ero flikir fem yd ert, |)viat jjii ert enn litit af barns- 
aldri oc faek ]»egar k vom fund, er |>u kemr aftr. 

2 Sidan 
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Orn endeavoured all he could to difliiade him from it, but in 
vain, faying, that he knew of no veflel bound to that part of 
the world. 

Scarce had thofe words dropped from his lips when Giiphild 
entered ; now I perceive, faid Ihe, addrefling herfelf to Olaf, 
what as yet never ftruck me, that you and Orn are not agreed 
on the point in queflion^ 

Having paid his due refpeils to Gunhild, he acknowledged 
the truth of the remark, and as foon as Orn retired, he repeated 
.the wi(h he had already difclofed to the captain, adding how 
much it concerned him, as Mirkeartan, king of Ireland^ was 
his grandfather. 

Then, faid Gunhild, I ftiall do every thing in my power to 
enable you to undertake this voyage, as you wilh to perform it 
with all the becoming dignity imaginable. 

In confequence of which, Gunhild gave orders to fit out a 
Ihip with all convenient fpeed, and to man it with as many fai- 
lors as Olaf fhould think proper to chvife, which was fixty, as 
he faid his wilh wa^, that they might rather have the appearance 
of war than melrehandize* 

This being granted, Olaf and Orn were appointed captains of 
the whole, which was remarkably brilliant. 

Harald and Gunhild accompanied him on board, and having 
affured him of the difpofition of their friendfliip and fortune 
towards him, complimented him in many particulars, aflerting 
that as long as they could remember, none had come from 
Icelatad more gallant than he. 

The kir^g having afked his age, was ftruck with furprize to 
find he was only eighteen, declaring, that although h^ was 
fcarce above his childhood, his figure, and mental and perfonal 
accomplilhments, entitled him to the higheft efteem, 
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Sidan bad konongr oc Gunnhildr hann vel fara. 



I^eir ftiga j^egar a fkip oc ligla i haf. |?eim byriadi ilia um 
fumarit, hafa jjokor miklar, enn vinda Ktia, oc 6haegftxda |^ 
fem voro, rak |?4 vida um hafit, voro jjeir fleftir innan bords, er 
4 kom haf-villa* fat vard um sidir er jx)ko hof af haufdi, at 
giordi a vind, var yi hlaupit til fegls* 

Tokz jja umraeda hvert til Irlands vaeri at leita, oc urdo menn 
egi dfiitter um jjat. 

Orn var i m6ti, enn meftr luti manna maelti igegn, oc qvado 
Orn ailan villaz, oc faugdo |^ rdda eiga er fleiri voro, 

Sidan ikuto |?eir til rdda Olafs; enn hann fvarar : |?at vil ec 
|>eir ridi er hyggnari ero, j^ui verr |?yckir mer, fem ofs muni 
duga heimfkra brogd er ]?ar koma faman fleiri. |76tti |?4 urflco- 
rit er Olafr m^elti jjetta, oc redi Orn leidsogn j^adan i fr^ 
Sigla l^eir |^ naetor oc daga oc hafa byr-litit» 



jjat var einhveria n6tt, at Nordmenn lupo upp oc bddo menn 
vakna fem tidaz, qvadoz fii land nxrri fer, hverio jjeir fiungo 
ftafni at : var feglit uppi, enn vedr egi litit* 

Menn hlaupa |>egar upp^ oc bad Orn beita fra landi brott ef 
menn maetto. Olafr m«lti ecki efni |)ar til, jjvi at ec fe at bo- 
dar ero 4 baedi bord, oc alt fyrer ikut-ftafni, enn fellit feglit 
fem tidaz oc gerom riid vor j^egar er li6s dagr er, oc menn ken- 
na land ]«tta« 
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The king and queen having promifed to (hade him with their 
aufpices and royal favour, at length difmifled him with their 
warmed wilhes ; and invited him, at his return, once more to 
grace their court. 

Having tlims taken leave of the royal family, the veflel fpread 
her fails to the pafiing breeze, which in a Ihort time gave way 
to ftorms and clouds, infomuch that the feamen loft their conrfe ; 
at length the ftorm fubfided, and the fun began to fmile^ and 
the fea to expand its briny bed. , 

On this a debate arofe whether they fhould fteer for Ireland 
or no, feeing they had loft their courfe. 

Orn was for Ireland, which the greater part of the crew de-- 
precated, infifting that the majority fhould be followed. 

The difpiite, after fome time, was entirely fubmitted to the 
decifidn of Olaf, who gave it as his opinion, that on this occa- 
iion it would be proper to attend to reafon, and the didlates of 
experience ; and if poffible to avoid every debate, that had not 
thofe for their fupport. This being granted, Olaf delivered his 
fentiments in favour of Om*s, in regard of which the entire 
command devolved on him, and the voyage was continued with- 
out intermiffion, notwithftanding they were often becalmed. 

One night the Norwegians arofe, and awakened the chiefs^ 
crying out that they faw land, on which the veflel would inevi- 
tably run, notwithftanding the ftillnefs of the air.-- 

Having mounted the deck, Orn gave orders to fet out from 
the land if poflible. Olaf gave contrary orders, defiring that the. 
fails might be furled, and all confultation fufpended, till the 
return of day, that they might, with certainty judge of their fi- 
tuation. 

Having, 
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Sidan kafta j)eir atkerom oc hrifa ]?au |^gar vid. Mikil er 
utnreeda um nottina hvar ]>eir ero at-kJomnir. Enn er li6s dagr 
var kenna |)eir at )>at er Irland. Om maelti ykrs )>at hygg ec at 
ver hofoni egi g6da vid toko jjvi j^tta er fiaeri haiiifnom oc |;eini 
kaup«ftaudam er Utlendlkir menn fkulo>hafa frid, j^viat ver erom 
oia.komnir fva at ver .-erom fidradir uppa, oc naer aetla ec j^at lo« 
gom.»]?eirra Ira, ]»o |>eir kalli fe j>at er ver.haufom med at fara, 
med sinom peningom ■. oc heita l^ta j^eir J^at vog-reg er minna 
..«r fiarat fra fkut-ftafae. 



.•Olafr qvad eckimundifaka ennfed.hefi.ee at raanniaufnodr 
hefir 4 landi uppi verit i dag oc mun |)eira Irum ]>yckia um vert 
. ikip koma j^efiTa, hugda ec oc at .i dag er fiara var at her geek 
upp 6s vid nes^|»etta, oc fell |>ar v6uandliga or.6fnora.3G6r lit, enn 
ef £kip vort er ecki fakat, ^ manom ver fkiota biti ^yrer bord 
oc flytia ]7at,])angat, oc kafta |7ar atkerum. 

|ii er ileid dagin, dreif fiblmenni mikit ofan til ftrandar ; 
sidan fara tueir menn i biti til kaup-lkipfins, oc fpyria huerir 
fyrir ridi. 

Olafr fvarar 4 Ir(ka tungu fem j)eir til maelto, ^i beidaz ,|>eir 
laga at j>eir Ikulo ganga fri fe sino, oc mundi ])eim )j4 ecki.gert 
.til mifka 4dr konongr 4tti d6m a m41i jyeirra. 



blafr qvad j)at laug vera, .ef engi vaeri tulkr.med Jcaup-man- 
nom, enn ec kann ydr |>at med faunno at fegia at ver erom frid- 
menn, en ))6 manom ver egi uppgefaz at 6reindo. . 
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Having in compliance to order call anchor, at the approach 
they difcovered the land to be no other than that of Ireland ; in 
confequence of which Orn dreaded left they fliould be treated 
with incivility, on account of their not having regularly landed 
in one of the harbours of the iiland, which ftrangors were per- 
mitted to frequent with fecurity ; and this dread was not a little 
increafed, on finding that the tide had retired and left th&m on 
the (hallow beach^ enabling the Irlfh to claim their pretended 
right to the veflel and goods, in virtue of their laws, which 
confifcated whatever they.ihould find on the Ihore as a wreck, 
although nearer the fea than the fhip at prefent lay. 

To this Olaf anfwered, that the confequence need not be dread- 
ed; notwithftanding he could obferve the inhabitants about to af- 
femble, which he attributed to the furprize of their arrival. He 
had obferved befides, at full tide, a river wafh the neighbouring 
promontory, whofe capacious bed contained a vaft depth of wa- 
ter ; thither he advifed the (hip to be condufled by the boat, 
if the damages (he had already received did not prevent it. 

Toward the afternoon the natives afiembled on the (hore, and 
fent meffengers in a boat to the (hip, in order to enquire for 
the commander of the fame. 

Olaf anfwered in Irifti to all their queflions ; but the Irifli, 
underftanding that the crew were Norwegians, claimed the veflel 
under the fan<5tion of their laws ; at the fame time entreating 
them to leave the veflel, and to reft a(rured that their perfons 
(hould meet with every protection, until the final decifion of the 
king took place. 

Olaf allowed this to be a. law, if foreigners had no interpreter,? 
but at the fame time begged it to be uiiderftood that his property, 
and companions, under the laws whicji then exifted, (hould he 
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Digitized by 



Google 



C «6 ] 



Irar septo |» her-6p, oc aeda lit a iiiin, oc aetla at leida. upp 
fkipit undir jjeim med valdi, var cgi diiipara en |>eim taeki undir 
hendor edr i br6k-linda fern ftaerftir vasro. PoUurinn var fva 
ditipr ]»ar fern fkipit flaut, at egi kendi nidri. 



Olafr bad ^ menn bri6ta upp vopn sJn, oc fyikia i (kipino 
allt milium ftafna, var jrat fva |>ickt at allt var fkipat fkiauldom^ 
oc fl6d fpl6ts oddr tit hia hverom fkialdar fpordi. 



Olafr geek ]>a framm i ftafnin, oc var fva btiinti at hann var 
i brynio, hafdi hialm 4 haufdi gull rodin ; hann var gyrtr fverdi 
oc guUrekinn hioltin; hann hafdi kr6ka fpi6t i hendChogg- 
rekit ; raudan Ikiauld hafdi hann fyrer fer oc var 4dregit lea 
med gulli. 

Irar fii .nu vid-buning |>eirra, oc ikytr ]«!m ikelk i bringo, 
oc jjyckir egi iafn-audueld fe-faung er j>eir hugdo til : hnedciaz 
Irar mi fr4 oc hlaupa faman i eitt JK>rp, fik er )>eim mi aud-vitat 
at ])etta er her-fkip, oc muni vera miklo fleira von fkipanna; giora 
nti Ikyndiliga ord til konongs, oc var |rat haegt, jjviat hann var 
Ikamt ])adan at veitzlu. 



Konongr ridr |>egar med fveit manna |>ar til er ikipit var, egi var 
lengra i milli landfens oc j^efs er ikipit flavft enn vel roserti nem^ 
til manna i milli. Opt haufdo Irar veitt ]^im Olafi arifir med 
ikotom, oc vard ^im ecki mein at. 

Olafr 
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facred, adding withal that he did not think it proper to relin- 
quifli his property 'without farther neceflity. 

The Iri(h, hearing this, prepared to attack the veflel, with 
an univerfal fliout ; for this purpofe tliey proceeded toward her, 
with an intent to draw her on fliore, is the water was not 
deeper than their arm-pits, or the girdle of the talleft. The 
place, however, where the veflel rode, was deep enough to 
keep her afloat. 

At the inftance of Olaf his companions feized their arms, and 
ranged them along the fides, betwixt the ftem and the ftern, 
which they covered with ihields, forming, as it were, a kind of 
breaft-work, or parapet, the inferior part of which was fllied 
with fpears, for the purpofe of being in readmefs. 

This being done, ' Olaf afceuded the prow, arrayed in a gor- 
get, his head invefted with a gilded helm, and a gold hiited 
^ord by his fide, with a lance in his hand, formed hookwife, 
as well for ftabbing as cutting ; the (hield with which he co- 
vered his breafl:, was blazoned with a lion of gold. 

On beholding this, the Irifh were ftruck with amazement, ats 
through this they loft all hope of their booty,, which they flat- 
tered themfelves could be attained without any dijfficulty ; on 
this they refumed their former fituation, convinced that the 
veflH could be nothing lefa than airiah-of war, belonging to 
£>me fleet which might foon be expelled; in confequence of thi« 
opinion, a report was inftahtly difpatched to the king with in- 
telligence of the whole. ' 

His majefty at the time happened to be at a banqwet in the »eigh- 
bourhood; having fet off, as foon as he-received the meflagfe, imme- 
diately to the aflcmbly, which was at that time fetting not far from 
where the ihip layj fo that one party could hear the other with 
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Olafr ll6d med f^eflbm b\iningi fem fyrr var ritat, oc fanz 
monnom mikit um hverfo jfkaurugligr madr (k var er j»r vac 
•fkips foringi. 

Enn er.lkipveriar fi4 mikit riddara lid rida til .|>eirEa, oc var 
hid fraekiligafta, |^ .j'agna |)eir, er ])eim |)6kti lids munr vid at 
eiga. ' • 

Ena er Olafr heyrdi kur |)an er i fveit hans gerdiz, bad hanii 
|>a herda hugina, jrar wa vaeri gott i j^eirra m^li. 

Heilfudo nii Irar Mirkiartani konongi sinom, ridr hann mi 
fva naerri fkipino at hverir n^atto ikilia hvat adrir taulodo. 

Konongr fpurdi hver fkijM ftyfdi? Olafr fagdi nafn iitt oc 
fpurdi hverr vaeri hinn vafklegi riddari, er hann aetti tal vid i 
Sa fvarar ec heiti Mirkiartan. -Olafr maelti : hvert erto konongr 
Ira ? hann qvad fva vera. 

Spyr konongr j>i al maeltra tidinda, oc leyfti Olafr vel or aiillo, 
er hanti var adlpurdr. J>4 fpyr konongr vandliga at um aett 
Olafs, enn fyrer |?vi at |)efli madr var rikj-14tr oc villdi ecki fegia 
lengra enn hann var fpurdr, ]?4 villdi hann egi lengra fpyria at 

finni. ,.••..; •!. . ;; : • • 

Olafr fagdi; |;at vil ec ydr iunnigtgera, at verittom af Nor- 
vegi, ero ))etta hird-menn Haralds konongs Gunnhildar funar, 
er her ero komnir, oc eit) her nd innanbords. Enn ydr ^r |jat 
herra frd aett minni at fegia, at fadir minn byr a IH^indi er 
Hofkoldr heitir, hann er madr ft6raettadr enn , m6dor-kyn mitt 
vaenti ec at ]>er munod fed hafa fieira enn ec, ]?viat Melkorka 
heiter m6dr min oc er mer fagt atfaunno at hiin fe d6ttr 
)>in konongr, oc |>at hefir mic tilrekitat liitta j>ic fva lingan 
a veg, . 
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eafe. Meantime the Iriih made feveral attempts to annoy the 
Norwegians with arrows, but without efFedt. 

Olaf ftill maintained his poft, in the drefs already mentioned, 
attra<Sting the admiration of his very enemies, through the gal- 
lantry of his behaviour. 

When the Norwegians, however, obfervcd the approach of 
the equeftrians, they began to dread left they ihould fink be* 
neath the fuperiority of their numbers. 

On the contrary Olaf infpired them with frefh courage, af» 
ferting that their lituation had now taken a lucky change. 

The Irifli by this began to welcome their king Mirkiartan, 
who approached fo near to the Norwegiau ihip, as to hear, and 
be underftood by them. 

The king aiked the name of the captain ; which being toid» 
Olaf, in return, delired to know the name of the gallant knight 
with whom he now fpoke; the king replied, Mirkiartan, adding) 
on Olaf's farther enquiry, king of Ireland. 

After this the king entered into clofer converfation with Olaf, 
and interrogated him as to feveral particulars, efpecially his rank 
and family, to which he received fatisfa6tory anfwers ; but, as 
the ftranger fupported his dignity, and would not defcend 
from it ; 

On this the king dropped all farther enquiry. Olaf, feeing 
this, addrefled the monarch thus. Sire, I think it neceflary to 
acquaint you, that we are Norwegians, and belong to the court 
of Harald, Olpinnildfon : as to my family, this may be depended 
on, my father, whofe name is Hofkuld, at prefent refides in Ice- 
land, bom there, of an illuftrious family ; but as to my mother's, 
I will venture to fay, that you have feen more Of her kindred 
than I have : Melkorka is the name of my mother ; who, as I 

H am 
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te^ nc liggi: mer nt!i mikit vid, hvor fvaur yi Teiter mino 
m4li. 



Konongr ]>agnar oc gengr 4 tal vid xncan fina, i^yria yitiir 
tatun ]»a koDongin hver gengnd fe i \eSS3 sn^i, a* ftk madr 
fagdi. Konongr fvarar : audfed er k j^dTom manni at han er 
ft6r8ettadr, hvert fern hann er vor fraendi edr egi, oc fva !|»at msd 
at hann maeUr allra mianna beft Idko. 



Efter ]mt il6d konongr upp oc mselti. Ni^ ikal veita fnaur 
mill ]^no at ec vil gefa ydr aullum ikipueriom grid enn um 
frsendfemi |)d er |n!i telr vid e&, munom ver tala fletra, ddr eon 
ver veitonii Jter andfuaur. 



Sidan ^ara bryggior a land, oc gengr Olafr oc bans fauro nau«> 
tar af fkipe fino, oc finft |>eim Irum mikit um hverfo viiidttligr 
madrinn er oc vigligr, fagnar Olafr yk konon^i vei, tekr ofan 
hiilmin oc litr honom, en konongr tekr bonom med allri bljido* 



Taka menn ])4 til med f^, flitr Olafr enn iitt m41 at nyio «c 

talar bsedi lingt erinde oc fnialt, laUk. fva Ri4Hno at ban qvadz 

hafa l^at gull a bendi fer er Melkorka feHdi bonom at ikilnadi i 

IflancUy oc fagdi at f>6 konongr gsefi henni at tann-fe. . Ko* 
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^sm coirfidcndy afTured, is your daughter ; this, and this only, iii- 
duced me to "vifit this ifland, notwithftanding the length of the 
way, and the danger of the Toiyage; ifo that your majefty fees 
llhe anfwer "you may ijdeale to retnwn is of no h^le oonfequence. 

The king, on having 'beard this, thought proper to remain 
iilenti till he came in conference vrith his minifters, to whom 
he imp a i ted the whole.; obferving, that if it fliould be evident 
that the! flfranger was of Ae blood -royal of Irelanll, it was pro- 
per that he (hould meet with every indulgence ; - todth^t if he 
was not, he was Hill entitled to a very conliderable degree, as 
his defcent was illuftrious, and particularly as he fpoke the Irifh 
language with fo much elegance and eafe. 

His majefty, having taken the opinion of his nobles on an af- 
fair of fuch importance, arofe to impart it to the Norwegians ; 
to whom he thus addrefled himfelf : It is our pleafure that ye 
fliall enjoy the moft perfect fafety ; in the mean time, faid the 
king, peculiarly addreffing himfelf to Olaf, as to the relatipnfliip 
that you fay ekifb 1)etwixt us, I hope you will put it in a 
clearer point of view before I venture to fay any thing farther 
on it. 

Olaf had no fooner heard thofe particulars, than he went on 
"ftiote with his companions t anjS*' having paid diie oheifarice to 
the kin^, was«ret:eived with all the pcilttenefs inrag;inat)le, which, 
on his 'fide, was as fully rieturned to the admiration' of the iti(t\, 
Vho failed notiamong themfdves td comjjliment the elegance 
of his perfon and courage. \::...r;y 

Olaf, having watched a proper opportunity, in a fpeech of 
fonae length and conliderable eloquence^ fet forth his pretenfions. 
In refpeA to the Tdatfcnlhip in quefti6n; at the condiifion of 
tiis -^edx iie told the king, in order flill farther to confirm what 

he- 



Digitized by 



GoQgle 



C 3* ] 

nongr t6k vid oc leit a guUit oc giordiz ri6dr mioc 4Uts. yk 
fvarar konongr ; fannar ero iardteknir ^peSzt, eim f yrir engan 
mun ero J>cer 6merkiligri, er ))u hefir fya mikit at-bragd af 
modr l^inni, at |>ic mi vel kenna |>ar af, oc fyrer ])efla liiti .|)4 vil 
ec at vifo ginga vid .])inni frsendfemi Olafr, at |7eirra manna 
vitni fern her ero hik oc ord min heira i ikal ^zt oc fylgia at ec 
vil bi6da |)er til hirdar minnar med alia ^inz fveit, enn f6n:ii ydar 
.inun |)ar vid liggia bvert mamikaup dner virdiz i ])er yi jer ec 
.reyni ^))ic meir. 



r: 



I . I I ... ' 

Sidan laetr konongr fi ]^im lieila 4;il reidar pc.£endir menn tU 
at fetia upp ikip j^eirra, oc bui utn reida oc. ahnan yamat cr 
.]7eiritto. . , 



J&onongr ridr ]^ til Diflinar -qc ]76tti monnom ]>etta mikil ti- 
diqdi, at dottor fun konongs er i faur med hbnom, |}eirrar er var 
fyrer laungo hertekin xi vetra gaumul. Enn ]^ br4 foftro M^I> 
!korku £0 vid J'effi tidindi, er |7a Id i kor 6k fokti bacdi at fhid oc 
elli, at hun geek ilaF lauit 4 fund Olafs. 



<y 



yk maelti konongr til blafs. Her er n^ komin foAra Melkor- 
J^q^ oc mun villa hafa tidinda faugo af j^er um hennar hagi, 
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he had faid, that he, at the very moment, had a gold ring on his 
hand, which his mother Melkorka had given to him at their laft 
parting in Iceland, which Ihe had declared to have been pre- 
sented to her by the king her father, on the appearance of her 
firft tooth ; on this Olaf prefented the ring to his m^efty ; who, 
having furveyed it for fome time, at length changed colour, 
faying, that dthough thofe proofs were undeniable, yet the limi- 
larity of features betwixt Olaf and his mother put the truth of 
the matter beyond all doubt. Having tenderly embraced his 
grandfon, and having received him as fuch in the prefence of 
the aflembly that encircled them, his majefty's next ftep was 
to invite the young prince and his companions to refide with 
him in future ; at the fame time acquainting him that whatever 
honours he might confer on him from that time, were only to 
be in proportion to the gallantry of his arms in the fervice of 
the crown* 

The royal order was then ifllied, that the foreigners fhoiikl 
be immediately provided with horfes, and every other fuitable 
habiliment* Proper perfons were appointed to guard the veflel, 
with all that it contained ; and at the fame time to hale it on 
Ihore, which was inftantly done. 

The king then fet off for Dublin. The citizens were not a 
little rejoiced to hear that their monarch was attended by the 
fon of his long-loft daughter, who was captured in the eleventh 
year of her age. The joyful tidings having reached the nurfe 
of Melkorka, though bent beneath the burthen of years * and 
other infirmities, (lie could not relift the pleafure of fetting out 
to hail the fon of her affedlionate pupil. 

His majefty himfelf having announced the approach of the 
gopd old woman, Olaf received her with opea arms, acquainting 

I her. 
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Olafr t6k vid henni b4dom haundom oc fetti hana i kne fer^ 
og fagdi hemii at fofira hennar faeti i godona koftom a lllandi, 
feldi henni knifin oc beltit : kendi hun bdda gripina oc vard 
grit-fegin ; qvad bacdi vera at funr Melkorko er Ikjoroligr, enda 
a hann til befs varit. 



Var kelling hrauft jjann vetr allan. Konongr var littt i kyr« 
fetoni j)ennan vetr |?viat \iii var iafnan dfridfamt am veftrlondin^ 
rak konongr af fer vikinga oc uphlaups menn |?an vetr, var 
Olafr med fveit sina 4 konongs fkipi, oc ]K>kti fu orogg vidikip* 
ta, j>eim er im6ti voro. Konongr hafdi taH oc r^a gerd vid 
Olaf, l^vlat hann reyndez baodi vitr oc £ram,^Mrn i aullum mana* 
rauntim. 



Enn at Ildnum vetri ftefbdl konungr ^g fiolment. Ko* 
nongr ft6d sidad upp oc bbf fva mill lit. ^ er ydr kunnigt 
at her kom Gk madr til mfn 1 hattfti er dottor iunr mino er, er 
hann ftor-sttadr i faudor sett sina, virdiz mer hann fb mikill • 
atgerfis madr oc (koningr, at ver eigum her ecki flikra manna 
koil. N4 vil ec bi6da honom konongdomin efter min dag, ])viat 
hann ert betr tilfallinn enn fynir minir. 



Olafr 
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her, in compliance to her earnfcft enquiries, with the good for- 
tune and eafy fituation of his mother in Iceland, delivering at the 
fame time the knife and girdle already mentioned as the pledge 
of his mother's afFedlions for her nnrfe, who recognized them 
fn an inftant. The elegance of Olaf drew many expreflions 
of pleafure from the old woman, inafrauch as they brought 
Melkorka fo warmly into her mind ; fuch was the likenefs that 
fubfifted betwixt the naother and her fon, who in every other 
refpe<Sl proved himfelf worthy of his royal defcent. 

The old lady throughout the winter lived quite at eafe ; but 
the king enjoyed little reft, as the weftern ifles were much har- 
rafled with the frequent irruptions, of the enemy; notwithftand* 
ing that his majefty was indefatigable in the purfuit of thefe 
pirates^ and other diilurbers of the public peace. Olaf ant) his 
jCompanioQS attended the fovereign on board bis own Ihip thrctigh* 
out the winter, exhibiting the greateft bravery againft the foe, 
from whofe very lips they extorted p^raife; which, induced his 
majefty, in cafes of arduous eoterprize, to confer with Olaf, as 
he. plainly faw that prudence dilated to all the aiflions of that 
afpiring hero in the moft difficult crifis. 

Toward the approach of fpring, the king called a general 
diet, which being remarkably full, his majefty arofe in the 
midft, and, having delivered an eloquent fpeech^ addrefled to 
the ftates, obfenred in the courfe of it> alluding to Olaf : 
Ytf know, ye know that a young man, the ion of my daugh- 
ter, arrived on our coaft the autumn paft, a man whoie aftions 
even ftied light on his defcent, which is well known to be il- 
liiftrious on both fides. This induces me to conftitute him heir 
of my realm, as I find he is fitter to afiume that weighty bur- 
then than my own fons. 

Olaf 
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Olafr |>ackadi honom |)etta bod med miklom oc faugrom or- 
dom, enn qvadz \6 egi mundi dhaetta huerfo fynir hans |jyldo 
]?at, j)a er Mirkiartans mifti vid, Qvad betra vera at f4 lki6t:a 
fsemd enn Idnga fuivirding, oc lets til Norvegs fara vilia, yi flci- 
pom vaeri 6hoett imillom landa at hallda, qvad modor sina hafa' 
litit yndi ef han ksemi egi aftr. 



•Konongr bad ];4 XDlaf r4da oc var flitit |>iugino. 
E|^n er Olafr var albt^ian, fylgdi konongr honom til fkips oc 
gaf lionom fpi6t gullrekit, gull hint fverd, oc margt fe annat. 



Olafr beiddiz at flytia foftro Melkorko burt med fer, enn ko- 
nongr qvad ]>efs enga j^aurf, oc f6r h\in egi. Stiga ]>eir Olafr & 
ikip oc ikiliaz med mikillri blido. 

Efter jrat liglir haun i haf oc byriadi vel, oc t6c Norveg. Er 
mi for bans all«fraeg. |)eir fetia upp Ikipit. Faer Olafr fer 
hefta oc faekir a fund Haralds konongs med sino faiironeyti. 
Olafr Hofkolds fi!in kom mi til hirdar Haralds konongs, t6k ko- 
nongr vid honom vel, enn Gunnhildr miklo betr ; budo ]»au ho- 
nom til sin oc logdo |>ar morg ord til. Olafr ]>iggr jjat oc fara 
|>eir Orn bddlr til konongs hirdar, leggf konongr oc Gunnhildr 
fua mikla virding a Olaf, at enginn litlendr madr hafdi flika 
fsemd af |^im. Olafr gaf Gunnbildi oc konongi marga fifi^na 
gripi er hann hafdi fengit a Irlandi veftr. 

2 Haraldr 
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Olaf having liftened with due attention, thanked his royal 
grandfire, with all the eflfufions of the warmeft gratitude for his 
intentions, which, in his prefent fituation, he wifhed to wave, 
as it was not his intention to put the pretenfions of the princes 
to any trial on his account, after the demife of their royal fa- 
ther; preferring any mark of prefent eftimation, confiftent with 
his fituation, to any future glory, which might end in ever- 
lafting fhame : in the firft place, requefting permiflion to fet out 
fbr Norway, as foon as the feafon permitted the navigation to 
that kingdom to take place ; adding, in order the fooner to be 
indulged in his requeft, that his mother would be exceedingly 
tineafy if he did not return in a fhort time. 

This being granted, as reafonablc in itfelf, the diet adjourned. 

As foon as Olaf was ready, he was accompanied orf board 
his Ihip by the king, who, with many other precious things, 
prefented him with a fpear, and fword, highly finifhed with 
gold. 

Olaf begged to be permitted to take the nurfe with him to 
Iceland ; but as the king did not feem to approve of her depar* 
ture, the reqiieil was no longer urged. 

Having got under fail, a favourable gale foon landed them in 
Norway. This voyage was highly celebrated. Having drawn 
their veflels afliore, and being furniflied with horles, he and 
his companions immediately fet out f6r the court of king Ha- * 
raid ; at which they had no iboner arrived, than the king re-, 
ceived him very gracioufly ; Gunhilda conferred every mark ot 
favour on him, and entreated him to refide fome time at (^oiirt. 
Olaf accepted the royal invitation, and continued to remain at 
court with his friend Orn» Never were fuch abundant honours 
conferred on any foreigner as on Olaf, who, in return, madfrpre- 

K fents 
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Hiaralictr gaf Qlaii at lolutn aull klacdi .af ikarl'atl ikorm^ 

Sitr Olafp nii kyrt um veturin, er ileid t^a jjeir konongr o&: 
Qlafr tal med fer, oc beiddi {ta Olafr erlofs af konongi at fara. 
iit til lilands um fumarit, 4. ec ^ngat at vltia gauiigra. frsenda^ 
&gdi hann. 

Konongr fvarar, Jat vaeri mer naerri (kaj» at jjii ftadfeftiz her 
Bied mep, oc tsekir allan lidakoft ilikani fcm |>ji vUIt iiilfr.. 

Olafr fackadi konongi allan l^enna f6ma, er hann baud ho* 
Bom, enn qvaz ^ giaman villa fara til iDands, e£ j^at vaeri egi 
iin6ti konongs villa.. 



J>4 fegir konongr r egi Ikal gera ^r fetta 6uin-ueitt Olafr ;: 
&ra ikaltu til Iflands 1 fumar, j^viat ec fe |7at.at hugr ^inn-Aendr 
til yet& miocy. enh enga aunn ne ftarf fkaltu hafa um bi^nat 
|in, Ikal ec ]>at annaft. Efter |>etta Ikildo j)eir taUt,. 

Haraldr konongr laetr framfetia fkip una vorit,. var |)at knor^ 
bsedi mikill oc g6di: 

, |;>at fkip Isetr konongr ferma vidi oc bua med auUom reidda^ 
oc fem |>at var buit, laetr konongr kalla Olaf oc moelti |>etta'., 
Ikip ikaltu eignaz Olafr, vil ec egi,. at Jjti figlir af Norvegi fetta^ 
%mar, fva at j»u, fert annara far)>egi^ . 

Olafr ^ackadi konongi med faug^om ordom sina fldrmenikoi. 

... .S- ... . ,. '■ Efter 
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fents to the 'king and queen, of fuch differeixt things as he had 
brought with him from Ireland* 

At Chriftmas the king prefented Olaf with a fuit of purple- 
coloured cloaths. 

This winter Olaf enjoyed all the fweets of reft; but at the re- 
turn of fpring, he requefted, with the permiflion of his majefty, 
to vilit Iceland the fummer following, in order to have the 
pleafurd of feeing, and converfing with his noble relations. 

The king; replied^ that he much wifhed that he fliould fix 
his refidence in Norway, and turn his mind on whatever iitua- 
tion that (hould beft fuit his inclinations. 

Olaf liftened with, refpedt^ and acknowkdged, in very be- 
coming language, the deep fenfe he entertained of the royal 
bounty from time to time conferred on him ; at the fame time 
acquainting his majefty with the warmth of his wi(h to revifit 
his native land^ if conliftent with his majefty's pleafure. 

Then^ faid the king, if you go to Iceland the ^enfuing fum- 
mer, I (hall a6t as an enemy : in the mean time I Onall take care 
that nothing (hall be wanting to facilitate your intended journey; 
after which his majefty withdrew. 

In the fpring a liarge ve(rel, by order of his majefty, was 
fitted out for the reception of Olaf, loaded with timber. 

The king having requefted the attendance of Olaf, in the 
cburfe of cbnverfation gave him to underftand, that he intended 
to prefent him with the veflTel as his own prQperty, in order 
to prevent the neceflity of his dependence on thofe that hired 
out veflels at his departure from Norway* 

Olaf failed not, in the warmeft language, to cx>nvey the fen- 
fible impreflions this adt of liberality mad& on his feelings. 

Olaf 
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Efter jjetta byr Olafr ferd fina, oc fem hahn er biiinn oc byri 
gaf, fkilduz l^eir Haraldr med hinom mefta kserleika. 

Olafi byriadi vel um furaarit ; liann com Ikipi sino i Hnita 
fiord d Bordeyri. Skipkoman fpurdiz bradt oc huer ftyrimadr er. 



Ho/kuldr fagnar vel litkomo funar sins, oc lidr Jegar nordr 
til Hnita fiardar, urdo Jar fagnadar funder, oc bidr Hofkuldr 
Olafi til fin, enn "hann qvadz |)at )>iggia mundi. Olafr fetr mi 
upp ikipit, oc fem fiarlutr haus er fluttr nordan, ridr hann med 
XII menn i Hoikuldsltadi. 

Olafr vard fraegr af ferd l^efiari, var j^a kunnigt giort kyn- 
ferdi bans, at hann var dottor fun Mirkiartans Ira konongs. 
Spyr^ jjetta um land oc j^ar med virding fii er rikir menn haufdo 
4 hann lagt, j^eir er han hafdi helm f6kt. 

Olafr hafdi oc mikit fe utan. Melkorka kom br^dt a fund 
funar fins oc fagnar hann henne vel oc blidliga. Spyr hiin nu 
margs af Irlandi, fyrft af fodor finom oc odrom frcendom. 
Olafr fcgir flikt fem hiin fpyr. 

Bradt fpurdi hdn ef foftra hennar lifdi, Olafr fpyr hvi hun 
sefkti hennar, oc qvad hana lifa at vifo. Melkorka fpyr bvi 
hann vildi egl yeita henni |>at efterlxti at fiytia hana i^t til Iflands. 
\k fvaradi Olafr : egi fyftu menn ]?efs moder, at ec flytia foftro 
jina af Irlandi. Sva mi vera fagdi hiin, oc fanzl J>at i at henni 
j>6kti |>etta miog i in6ti Ikapi. 
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Olaf Relayed not to eqiiip himfelf ; and being now ready, 
took leave of their majefties in -the moft afie<5tionate manner. 

Scarcely were they at fea, when a favourable gale fwelled the 
fails, and bore them to the deftined harbour. As foon as 
they arrived at Bordeyra in the frith of Hruta, the arrival of the 
fhip, and the name of its commander, was foon fpread abroad. 

.Hpfkuld felt the higheft pleafure, and haftened to fee his 
fon, in order to welcome and invite him, which, after mutual 
congratulations, Olaf accepted. As foon as the rfiip was un- 
loaded and drawn alhore, the whole of the cargo -was configned 
to Hoflculd; after which Olaf repaired to his father's, with 
twelve of his companions. 

This voyage placed Olaf high in the eftimation of his country, 
who were highly pleaied to partake in the honour of his being 
the fon of an Irifti princefs. In confequence of this they liftened 
with pleafure to the recital of all the marks of favour heaped 
on. Olaf by the foreign princes whom he had vifited. 

Olaf had /brought a great fum of money from abroad. 
Melkorka foon vifited her fon, and was not difappointed in the 
return of the warmeft afFe<Stion. Her next anxiety was to hear 
fome news from Ireland. 

Her firft enquiry regarded her parents and relations ; to all 
of which fhe had the pleafure of receiving fatisfaftory anfwers. 
She wiftied thdn to know if her nurfe was alive. Having re- 
ceived an anfwer in the affirmative ; and as his mother ^iflied 
to know the reafon why he did not bring her with him to Ice- 
land, he fati§fied her on that head, in acquainting her that her 
friends interfered on account of her age and weaknefs ; not- 
withftanding he had urged the propofaL 
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}>a« Mfilkorka oc |jorbiorn ktto fun, er Lambi het, hann var 
vinfaell madr oc fterkr ; llkr faudr sinom yfirlits^oc at ikaplyndi. 



Enn er Olafr hafdi verit einn vetr a Iflandi, raeddo J>eir fed- 
gar um r4da giorder finar. |>at vilda ec fagdi Hofkoldr at ]^r 
vseri r4ds leitat Olafr, oc tsckir ^u sidan vid bi^ii foAra ^ins at 
Godda-ftodora. 

Olafr fvarar : litt hefi ec hugleitt ^etta her til, oc veit ec e^ 
huar fii kona fitr, fem mer er happ i at f 4, mdtto fva til aetU 
at ec muni framarla ihorfa um kuanfangit, veit ec oc |>at glor- 
ia, at |7u munt ])etta egi hafa fyrr uppborit, enn {n^ Jljiafer hug- 
fat huar ]7etta ikal nidr koma. 



Hofkoldr maelti ; rett getr {Jii : madr er nefndr Egill Skalla- 
grims fiin, hann byr 4 Borg i Borgarfirdi, Eigill 4 d6ttor |?4 er {>or- 
gerdr heiter, hennar aetla ec ]?er til handa at bidia, er koftr f4 
allbeftr i Borgarfirdi oc vidar, er |>at oc vaerna at ])er verdi efling 
at maegdum vid Mira menn. 

Olafr fvarar, |>inni forfi4 mun ec hlida her um, oc vel er at 
ikapi fetta r4d ef vidgengiz, enn fva muntu setla til, ef jjetta 
r4d er uppborit oc gangiz egi efter, at mer muni ilia fyckia. 



Hofkoldr fvarar : til jjefs manom ver r4da at bera J>etta m^ 
upp. Lidr nt!i til j^ings fram> Hoikoldr bi6z heimau oc fiolmen- 
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In the interval Melkorka had brought forth a fon to Thor- 
biorn, named Lambi, who was not lefs famous in regard to 
his ftrength and a<5tivity, than to the ck>fe refemblance that he 
bore to his father in almoft every refpedt, features, and cha- 
radler. 

Olaf had been now about a year in Iceland, when his father 
addreffed.him thus: My fbn, of all things I wilhed to fee you 
provided with an amiable confort, that would fuperintend your 
houfe at Goddaftad, where your fofter-father lives, 

Olaf confefled that the fubjedt in queiftion had occupied very 
few of his thoughtsj being as yet unacquainted with any that, 
in his opinion, could add to the happinefs of the fituation he 
then had. the pleafure of feeling; yet fuch,' however, was his 
will to be dictated to by lb tender a father, tliat^ delicate as the 
fubje<5t was, he had no objedliions to comply with his requeft> 
as he fuppofed the propofition did not come without an object 
in view. 

In this Hofkiidd aiTured him, that he was right, as he had 
fixed upon Thorgerda, the daughter of Egill Skallagrimfon, re- 
fiding at Borg, hear the frith of Borga, one of the moft accom- 
pliihed beauties of the neighbourhood, conneded in relation- 
Ihip with all the powerful inhabitants of Mira. 
• Oiaf, on hearing thii, fubniiflively refigned the reins of go- 
vernment in this point into the hands of his father, in whom 
he placed an implicit confidence ; at the fame time hoping that, if 
it fhould once begin, he fhould be concerned if it failed of 
fuccefs. 

Holkuld replied, that he would try, at the approach of the 

next dieti Hofkuid, accompanied with his fon Olaf, and a nu- 

• a merous 
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ner mioc, oc er Olafr fun hans i ferd med honom; j)4 er Hoflcokl r 
kom til jjings tialda menu budir sinaf, j)ing var fiolment. 

Eigill Skallagrims fun yar i- |?ingi. AUir rnenn haufdo at mAli 
er Olaf fio hue fridr madr, hann var, oc vel buinn ad vppnom 
oc klaedom. 

|?at er fagt at |)eir Hoflcoldr oc Olafr ganga einn dag fr4 hii- 
domsinom til fundar vid Eigill. Hajin fagnar |)eiin vel, |>yi at ]?eir 
Hofkoldr voro mioCKtQal-kunnugqr. 

Hoflcoldr yekr nii bonordit fyrer haund Olafs, oc-bidr J^orger-: 
dar, h\in var oc j>ar 4 jjingino. f 

Egill t6k |>effo vel, qvaz Jiafa goda frett af |>eim fedgom bi- 
dom, veit ec oc fagdl Egill, at |m ert settflbr madr oc mikils 
verdir, en n. Olafr er fr»gr af ferd linni, er og egi kynligt, at 
illkir menn aetli fraraarla til, |)vi her ikortir huerki aett ne frid- 
leika, enn |76 ikal ])etta vid |K}rgerdi rseda,; er ]>at einkis xnans 
at fk hennar in villa iins. 



Hoflcoldr maelti.: j^ vil ec at jni ridir j>etta vid Jjorgerdi dot- 
tor l^ina. Eigill qvad fva vera flcyldi^ geek hann j;4 til fundar 
vid hana oc toko j^au tal fam^n. 

yi mseltl Eigill. Madr heitir Olafr, pc er hann Hoflcoldfon 
einn hinn frsegaftl madr. Hoflcoldr fadir hans hefir vakit bo- 
nord fyrer hans haund oc bedit |)in, hefi ec j>vi mioc vikit til 
l^inna rada: vil ec nii heyra j^in fvaur uni J^at, enn ]76 lift ofs fern 
jjeffum m^lom fe vel hendt at fvara, ]>viat |?etta giiford er gau- 
fugt. 

]?orgerdr fvarar^ j)at hefi ec heyrt ]>ic msela at }>u unnir mer 
meft barna |)inna, j^yckir mer |>\j ^at mi 6fanna, er jni vilt 
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merous retinue, fet out for the general aflembly, which was ex- 
ceedingly crowded. 

Amongft others Egill Skallagrimfon was there. The form 
and elegance of Olaf was the fubje<5t of univerfal admiration, 
together with his arms and dreis. 

One day it chanced that Olaf and Hofkuld walked from their 
tent to that of Egill, who received them very courteoufly, 
being well acqudnted with Hofkuld. 

After fome converfation Holkuld deiired that Thorgerda might 
be promiied to his fon. 

Egill poUt^y anfwered, that he had the moft perfe<5t know- 
ledge of the perfons interefted, not only of Hofkuld, whofe 
noble •defcent wis ornamented with the moft confpicuous vir- 
tues, but aUb of Olaf, whole voyage and adventures had fo highly 
diftinguifheid him; on which account he was not in the leaft fur- 
prized at the application, the fuccefs of which entirely depended 
on the will of his daughter; for, notwithftanding nobility, 
wealth, and accompliihments, if fhe did not chufe to comply, 
ihe ihould never be impelled to marry againft her own confent. 

Hofkuld requefl^ed (hat he would communicate what had pafled 
to his da\ighter, to which Egill coniiented. ^ 

Having imparted the whole to Thorgerda, fetting forth at the . 
fame time the mental and perfonal excellence of Olaf; acquaint- 
ing her, however, that the whole entirely depended upon her 
will, which he wifhed tq know : 



Thorgerda anfwered that fhe was well convinced of her fa- 
ther's affedion; and that fhe wifhed at all times for the opjX)r- 
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gipta mic ambktap fj^ni, ^t hann fe vscnn oc naiktlt af-burdflUr> 
madr. .> \. 



Egill fvarar : egi crto um ^etta iafn vitr fern nmi annaty hefir 
|>6 J)at egi ipnrt at hftiVn erdottor fun Mirk«artan» konongs a 
Iflandi, oc er hann miclo betr borinn i modor kyn ettn< idxydtt- 
aett, oc vaeri ofs ))at |>o full bbdit. JxMrgerdr let fer ^tegi^kU-* 
iaz« Skilia )>au nu talk oc ^ckir fitin veg huerio» 

■ Annan dag efter gengr Eigiil til bt^dar Hoflcoldar^ oc cr honoixk 
vel fagnat, t6ko |>eir Hofkoldr b^du* tal faman oc.fpyr hAiernVeg- 
gengit hafi bonordit. Eigill let litt yfir, fagdi alt huernveg farit- 
hafdi, oc qvad faftliga horfa. Egi var Olafr vid tal |>etta. Ef- 
ter ]7at gengr Eigill & brott, oc frettir Olafr faudr iinn huat lidi 
nm bonordit. 

Hofkoldr qvad feinliga horfa af henn^ir hendi. j>a mselti Olafr. 
Nii er fem ec mselti fyrr fadir, at mcr mundi ilia Uka'Cf'-ec 
fengi nockora fuivirding, oc reds ]n^ meir enn ec at'|>etta vseri- 
wppborit, enn nti fkal ec ]>vi rdda, at her ikal egi lykta malit, 
er l^at fatt fern maelt er, at ulfr etr.annars eriiide; ikal ec nix 
ganga til bikdar Egills. 

Hofkoldr bad hann |>vi rada. 

Olafr var fva biiinn at hann var i ikarlats klsedonv j^im er^ 
Haraldr hafdi gefit honom, hann hafdi hialm gullrodin a hofdiy 
oc fverd gullbt!iit i hendi er Mirkeartan hafdi gefit honom \zt 
var allgodr gripr. 

Ni^ g^nga ]>eir Hofkoldr oc Olafr til bi^r Egils, gengr 
Hofkoldr fprr enn Olafr ]>egar a^fter. E^l fagnar ]«im vel oc 

fetz 
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tunity. ofKreturpjag. iC;..yBt flic cotild not coricseiVd tbat^ the» 
wJioie.'was any thing;. momcthanoa. miilikc,; as {bb-idid- not^ be-<> 
ltov« tfaatiiitiwaSiihiscit^tiiiiit^not^ pemnk fh^/toi marry j with- th6r> 
fun.ofsa dlavey'.howisTer.'gaHBnt and.Mnd^niJj. 
- Egill Taid : Ihe idhivnbtrcoQfider.^thb whh! : her ; iiAlal * difcrFmi*' 
nation:; otherwise) lli^.'vt^oulq have foaitdi^hat CMaf was fbn'to'- 
the.daughter.of'iMfrkeaitady.'.king of Ijdaod, jftill nobler on' 
that fide than on his father's, and of courfe fnperior to their 
own. Thorgerda faid ihe could not comprehend the matter on 
wWchshJer fsithbrleftther. - 

Thenextday EgiU went 't* the- tent ofi H^fl^kl/ whcitt'htf? 
-was ireoei^d with every mark pfopolttends-^ having told the* 
event of hi^<6oti vecfaiion with • his daug^tek*. ' Olaf wasi not pie-i ' 
fcntat <thU inwwielwf .and/thdrofore^ ai^Oibn^Egill h^^tafi^e«^ > 
leave> he was anxious to know liow' matters went on.* 

Ho^fknldonly^f^d'^hii, bjid>'-ibi1oie'obje^i(mfiv' Olaf- rather fek 
himiel^ hurt'at'^his^-as<h0-coaftrtted it intot'a:nh affront; he was,' 
however, determined, as his father to^whoraf'h^'haid'wh(flly> 
configned the bufinefs was fo unfuccefsfal, to purfue the matter 
htidielf;:in cooipUanise to' tbe-comm<»n"fayingv that .the one 
vroAi' deftroyed 4:he other^ kiCdt^(V^ fOF ■v^hiliih reaifef^'he- Ihould- 
himfelf go to the tent of Egilh 

To this Hofkuld faid he had no obje£tion. 

Olaf drefled himfelf in a fuit , of -fcarkt, whki^' he'h'dc^'ire- 
ceived as a prefent from the king Harald. His- head was- co^'» 
vSrcd wkha gilded- hekn; and' in his hifhd hehad^-a fwofd 
highlyfiiiH]tied with gold, which, being a gift <6f fcihg Mirk<ter*ic 
tan, was a weapon of great value-. • •' . i . • 

'Having rppaired to the tent of EgilK Hofkuld Entered firft; 
Egill received them both with much politenefs, and defired that 

they 
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fetz Hbfkoldr nidr hia honom, enn Olafr fl6dupp oc litadiz urn, 
hann f4 huar kona fat k pallinom i bddinni, £{i kona var vaen 
oc fl6rmannlig oc vel btiin. Vita ^ykez Olafr at fd muni ^- 
gerdr vera dotter Egils. Hann gengr at p^tdlinom oc fetz nidr 
hii henne : hun heilfar honom oc fpyr hver hann fe. Olafr 
fegir hafn ^litt oc faudr fins ; mun j^er ]>yckia diarfr gioraz am- 
b^ttar funriiiii, er han dyrfiz at fitia her^ oc setlar at tala vid. ]nc. 



]x)rgerdr fvarar. ])at nrantu hugfa, ;rt |)u munir ]^yckiaz hafa 
geft mein |70ran oc raun :«nn rtala vid conor. Sidan taca ]^u 
tal mill! sin, oc tala ]>ann dag aUan heyra eg^ adrir men 'tiL 
])eirra. Enn er )>au.ilito talit er.til kalladr Egill oc Hdikoldr,. 
t^kz ]}^ upp bonords maUt Qkfs, oc \iar l^t |>a a4iidfokt oc.foro 
feftar fram,. . . 

Var unt af .metordi:|>eim L«td«loni j^vlat J^^ina ikyWi heim 
fsera konc^ifi. Var nili aqvedin 4irullaups ile(na at :Holkoldilau- 
doin at vu vikcsn fumars. . .'.; , 

E^fter l^at &iliaz jicir Egill oc Hofkoldr oc rida jf^r: f^gar 
-heim .4 Hoikpldftade oc yorp heifna o^ famarit, oc er alt kyit. ^ 



Sidan var ftofinK til bruUaups a ^6()LQld{^o^m_pc f^ck^;^- 
fparat, er aerin voro efne. 

Gomo bpdsi>menQ at dquedenne fiefno, voro ]?eir Bprgfiftjiqgar 
aU-ftolmenner^ var ]>ar Egill oc j^rfteinn fun bans, ^at? .var, oc 
hn^drin i facir oc mikit lid or odrom herpdom. 

a Holk^oldr 
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they would fit down, to which Hofkuld aflented ; but Olaf 
having caft his eyes round the tent, faw a lady feated in a clofet, 
whofe elegance and beauty led him to take her for Thorgerda, 
in which he was not miftaken ; and having entered the clofet 
and fat down, the lady wifhed to know his name, which he 
told her in an inftant ; adding withal that of his father ; con- 
feffing that he conceived that fhe would take it very daring in 
him to fit down in the manner in which he had done, as being 
in her opinion only the fon of a flave. 

She anfwered, that he had given fuch extraordinary proofs of 
courage as never fail to attraft the attention of her fex, on 
which fhe complimented him, which brought on a converfa* 
tion that lafted a confiderable time ; at the conclufion of which 
Hofliculd and Egill • were called upon, in whofe prefence the 
courtftiip was renewed at large, graced with the richeft viands^ 
This brought on the wiflied-for betrothing. 

It was at length agreed that the bride Ihould be brought to 
the Laxdalmen, in order that the nuptial feaft ftiould be cele- 
brated at Hofkoldftad in the courfe of feven weeks after the pre- 
.fent fummen 

This being concluded on, Hoikold took leave of EgiU, and 
returned with his fon to their own houfe, in which they pafTed 
the fummer, without the occurrence of any thing worthy of 
recording. 

In the mean time every attention was paid to the nXiptial 
feaft, which was furnifhed with every neceflary. 

At the appointed time the Borgfiord men aflembled in num- 
bers in order to attend Egill, his fon Thorftein> and , the bride. 
The inhabitants of other countries likewife joined in the fuite. 

N ^ Hofkuld 
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floflcoldr liafde oc fiolmenne fyrer. Var veitzlan all flcaii»» 
roglig oc menn met! giaufom 4 brott leidder. |)4 gaf Olafr 
Egli fuerdit Myrkiartai>fnaut, oc vard Egill all lett brynn vid 
gofioa. 

Nockoro ofar enn Hb/koldftader e'ro fyrer nofrdan Laxi, var 
liauggved ri6dr i ^Pcogenom oc var )>ar iidliga til grafs at ganga, f6 
|>ar lat'nadez faman fe Olafs, hvart fern vedr voro betr-i edr verre. 



|>at var a eino haufte at 4 |>vi fanaa holte let -Olafr bae reifa af 
vidom |>eim er jjar voro hauggner i ffcogenona enn fumt hafdi 
ban 11 af reka Araundom ]7efle bser var reifuligr^ h^iin voro and 
um vetrinn. 

Um voret f6r Qlafr ]i4ngat bygdom-; hann let 4dr faman reka 
fe fitt oc var j^at mikill fiauldi ordiniiy |>vi enginn madr var j4 
audigre af quikfe 4 aullom Breidafirde. Olafr fendir nti faudr 
sinom bod, at hann ftaede lite oc faee ferd bans |)4 «r hann f6r 
a l^nna hin nya bdlftad, oc hefde ord heUl fyrer, 

Holkoldr qyad fva vera (kyldi Olafr fkipar nu til, Ijetr fyrft 
reka faudfe, ]^ bi^-fmala og lidan klilia hrofs. Sva var iklpst 
mpnnom at med fe j^iTo at |>at ikyldi engan kr^k rifta. Var |;i 
ferdar broddrinn comenn 4 Goddaftaudom. 



Hofkoldr fl:6d tite tned heima menn sina oc meelte at Olafr 
fun bans ikyldi vel kominn, oc med tima 4 j^enna nya b6lftad 
oc naer er fat mino hugbodi fagde hann at .|)at g4ng^? eftcr at 
nafn hans verdi lengi upjie. 
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Hofkuld had alfo invited many ; the entertainment in every 
Tefpe6t was fuperb, and ended to the fatis faction of every gueft, 
^yho were dignified by prefents. Olaf prefented Egill with the 
fword which he had received from Mirkeartan his grandfather, 
king of Ireland ; on which Egill feemed to place a due value. 

On the Northern fide of Laxa, fomewhat higher than Ho- 
•fkuldftad, and oppofite to it, a place was prepared in the road, 
which being covered with fine grafs, atfradted the cattle belong- 
ing to Olaf; efpecially in warm weather, as it ferved for a 
lliadc* 

Some time in the autumn, it chanced that Olaf gave orders 
to raife houfes on the hill of the trees cut out of this delight- 
ful fpot, together witli the wood driven on Ihore; to vyhich he 
removed as foon as cempleated. 

The fpring following, for this purpofe, he coUe<Sled all his- 
cattle, which were very numerous, being pofleffed of more than 
any other in the country of Breidfirth. When all was prepared, 
a meflage was fent to his father, requefting that he would in- 
fpe<5t his ion's removal to his intended manfion, and grant him 
his benedidlien. 

Holkuld readily complied with this requeft, en which Olaf 
gave orders firft to drive the Iheep, then the horfes, laden with 
burthens, the whole to be conducted under the fuperintendance 
of his fervants ; by which means the rear had reached the new 
abode, by the time the mafter had left his former refidence at 
Goddeftad, 

Hofkuld, with his family, faw the whole proceflion, and, 
welcoming his fon with the beft wiflies, gave it as his opinion 
rthat the name of Olaf fliould be everlafting* 

As 
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|?at var iafn ski6tt at huskarlar haufdo ofan tekit kHfiar af 
hrofTum at Olafr reid i gard. Hann t6k til orda. Nti skal 
nionnom skeita forvitne i jivi cr iafnan hefir verit urn rasdt i 
vetr hvat baer fea skal heita, hann skal kallaz Hiardar holt. 

Hoikoldr Dala koUs fun t6k fott i EUi finne hann fendi |?i 
epter funom Ikiom oc bdrom fraendom^ oc er |)eir komo raeddi 
hann vid |?4 ibno fina ]?orleik oc Bard, oc qvadz hafa fengit 
]?ynglle nockor, hefir mer egi verit Ibtthaett, oc ]?vi hygg ec at 
^elii muni leida mic til bana; erot ]?er bddif skil-getner fern aul- 
lom er kunnigt, enn fa er fun minn hinn j^ridi er egi er 6dal- 
borinn. Nu vil ec bidia ydr brxdor, at Olafr fe leiddr til arfs 
oc take fe at |?ridongi vid ydr. Bardr fvarar fyrr at hann muni 
l^etta gera, efter |^vi fern fadir hans villde, vaente ec mer 
foma i alia ftade, oc |)vi helldr fem hann er fe rikare* |?a maelte 
borleikr : fiaeirre er |?at itiinam vilia at Olafr fe arfgengr gerr, 
hefir hann aud fiir oc |)\i fader marga lute |?ar til gefna, oc 
lengi rnis-iafnat med ofs braedrora ; mun ec egi uppgefa |)ana 
foma at lidlfs villd er ec em til borinn. 

Hofkoldr mailti egi munto raena mik laugom, at ec gefa xii 
aura fyne minora, fo ft6r-3ettadr fem hann er i modor aett. 
borleikr i4tar|jvi, Sidan let Hofkoldr taka gull hringenn Ha- 
conar naut, hann vo mork gulls, oc fverdit k6nongs naut, er til- 
kom half mork gulls oc gaf Olafe fyne linom oc j?ar med gifto 
sin a oc |)eirra fraenda, oc qvadz |)o |?arfyrer egi ]?ettat msela, at egi 
villi hann at hun hefdi 4dr hia honom ftadar numit. 



Olafr tekr vid giofenne, likadi |?orlecki ji^at ilia oc .virdte 
fem Hoikoldr hefde haft under-mal vid lie. Olafr maelte : egi 

mun 
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As foon as the horfes were unloaded Olaf arrived, and told 
the afiembled people, that- the village which the pad winter had 
been the occafion of fo much curibfity, fliould be called Hiir- 
dar-holt. ^ . . 

Hofkuld Dalla-karlfon at length fell into'ficknefs, the natural 
confequence of his very advanced age ; he therefore palled his 
fohs, ThofieiVancl Bard, "and tdlihgthem his' Htuation, as they 
were known and acknowledged to be his hejrs apparent, he 
tirufted they had no 6bje<Jlion to the admiffioh of Olaf,' his na- 
tural fori, to partake of a tlii'rd part of' his property t BaM im- 
mediately, anfweced, th^t his father's will in that point ihould 
be obeyed, as he was fure of every mark of paternal zfte^iion. 
from piaf,, efpecially as he "was wealthier; .yet Thorleik did 
Vot afTent to this, as OJaf was ^ready a nia'n' of great fortune, 
!whereof mucti flowed from the liberality of their father, which 
liad bfteri been in. that; line, ,to the' d^fad vantage of his legitimate 

< . . • - •• • ' <: . . 

' ' ■ i • • •• ■ 

Hoskuld on this asked of Thorleik, if he intended to oppofe 

the right of his father todifpofe of a twelfth, part of his gpods 

tb his fon who£e. no6ther*s ^indred were : of fycli acknowledged 

eminence; which, as Thodeik acknowledged, induced Hoskuld 

,tp, giv^ oiiders to produfe the gold ring he ha4, accepted of king 

,^Ha,con, weighing ei§Ut pu^ces^ togettier with ■ the royal (Word, 

Svortli ^lialf a niarit ot gold» J^otli oif which he prefehteA to 

Olaf, ' togetfe witU the ' pat^rial blefling, whigH Ihould Wake 

mm as happy as his anceftots^nad beep. , ; 

Olaf fefceivecl thofe pireferits, envied by ThOrldik,ito"whbm 
It feemed as if his fatner Ttoskuld had hot a£ted in a falFn^rix- 

O ' ■ ' ■ nef; 
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nivm ec giofiha taufa 14ta, med |>vi J>ii leifdir tk6d ti6Vfpm, be 
inun ec til haetta hvort eic f» halldet. 

Baildr ^vaz vilia fam-])yckia lidlfaudr fins. 

Efter jfetta andadiz koOtoldr, J6Ttti autlom ^t )^imik.k6u 

, .1' 

Syncr Ik^ns leto verpa ^aug yirduligah efl^'r'lian fem fa; Var 
t'idflca i ba mund. Litit fe var lagt ilxaiig hii fi'onom. '' ' 



fva flidtt at {«eirri VeVt'zlo fiitia, ef liiin. ftai 16 virdiiig^lh 'Ss 
ver helft vildom iWkti 



bycki fpipa^ er nta ^idit Hauffit, oc 'fceir id^hil jdar^^ 

' ^ ri biidft, 'm:u4 ec fefii bkraii t^^^ 



"^ingi at bidia modhom tilHods jjeiTa; oc leggia at pidoM toft- 
nat tiL feir braedr iata |)eflb. .i-^u^.nh 



J,' 



pat var cmn dag um fuDQantiftcr a iif^iigi, kt to^i(n'|;cWjjb 
til logbeigis, 116d oiafr.^ upjp 6c qvedr Ter li1i6Bs; ' . 

'in»gic yinir bans oc fraenSr. ' & ])!at vili ^nedra mihna at ^^ 
bi6di ydi: til erfis efter faudr vorn, fyrft auHamgodbr^s ix:iaiin- 
Bom, fkal oc ]»vi lyfe at engin 'j>eirra ikal.giafa laQs'a'broit 
fiara^ op |»ar nagji-beeiidom, bc'liueforn audrbtn er "^iggia ' vill, 
f^^bjun oc yef^eiom* Skal iTseBa yeitzlo^i 'i^oikofdiiiuaom'Va er 
X vieoE ero til Vetbin -^t 

Oc 
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Her ^ on Tvhiich h* fati^ that wlteveas Thorkik had, in ficeience 
of witnefles,. permitted the transfer of thofe things^ be would 
put the pofleflion of them to a trial; 
• Bta4 Taid^ dhaet his /atbcr's a^ioos «iet w4^ bis entire ap^ 

Soon after Ho£kiM expired^ which was reckoned the greateS 
4tii%£»rtune. 

' ^g fon& ax6M -a inagfiilscent barrow to his j^aemory,. accord- 
ing to the cuftom which prevailed at the tun^ deporting; 
^^in but a ffabail lum ttf money « 

Tbi9 teing ilone, they confblced .about the funeral feaft; 
Olaf faid h« did not fee any poffibility how the funeral feaft 
4cdtill Ite^eetebratcd with all tkie honours fe (ban as t^ red 
"^^ttfefi W wHh^ tfaie ybar was very §ar advanced, and tbsir 
lli&trds at a<diftance;^<if ibey would tberelbre defer it till tbe 
next fummer, he offered to take upon himfelf the one third of 
the expenceSy and to invite all fuch as fhould be deemed proper 
-¥0 aliiEfiifd at tls^^tsUrgeneiai diet: to wbicb bis tM^ethers rea- 
-ffi!y agreed. : '.'■■■■'■ 

OfilB of thie days'Off fhegcnehd diet, when the ftfiembly wete 
^iooicH i^tiAerovts at the Law-bill, Olaf aro£b ted reifuefted their 
attentidiv. 

' . Cfti-tbi^ lie i^dted thetdbatb of bis fatbi^r,^ and ist t^e «ad 
Ittviti^ Ms fiieiftds: ati(d relati<yiis to x>artake i>i tbe jfoaenal 
feaft ; the chiefs were firft invited, to iwbom be ptefmi&d pre- 
fents at large, the freeholders next, nay every one, rich as 
well as poor, who would be ple^fed to attend. The fefiival was 
'ftppdinti^d'^i i»^iildftad^ tea «<eeks ^ thie fbc^ioDiiig/ftl the 
winter. . , . * 

When 
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Oc =|)4 er Olafr lauk iino m^i var g6dr r6mr at yvi gcr, oc 
j>6tti eriendet hit ikauroligazta. - . 

' ^k er Olafr com heim t^ budar, fagdi hann braedrom sinom 
l^efTa tilsetlan, enn l^eim fanz &xt um oc |)okti serit mikit vi4- 
"haft. 

I^at er fagt at fleftir kaemi vlrdinga menn til veitslunnar er 
heitit haufdo, var |>at fva mikit fiaulmeimi, at |iat er faugn fleftra 
manna at egi Ikorti doccc. 

|>effi hefir onnor fiaulmennoz veizla Teiit 4 Iflandi ^nn fd er 
Hialta fyntr gerdo efter faudr finn; ^ar voro mcc manna. 

]7ei3i veitda var hin fkauroligazta at a<allo oc fengo |>eir braedr 

mikin f6ma. Olafr var meft fyrermadr, geek hann m6te vid ^ 

'hida um fe giafer : var ]7ar fe gefit auUom virdinga maunnom. 



•Oc er fleftir mtnn voco brottfamer, vikr CHafr til m6ts. vid 
lK)rleik brodr finn oc maelti. Sva er frsendi, fem .pfs er kun- 
nigt, at med ofs hefir verit ccki margt brodorligt elfkumerke, 
vil *ec til l^efs msela at ver betrim frsendfeme ockra, veit ec at |^r 
miflikar at ec t6k vid gripunom er fadir minn gaf m.er a dey;- 
anda ^gi. Nu ef jnijjyckift af |;eflb vanhalldinn, ^ vil ec j;at 
vinna til heils hugar {>ins, at>ft>ilra fun |^in ; er A kaliadr mino^e 
madr er odrom foftrar barn. 



'••' ]x>rleikr te)u: \eSx) vel, oc ikiliaz ]^ir nd me^ hinom mefta 
kserleik. 

3 Olafr 
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When Olaf had done, a general applaufe took place, and an 
invitation fo liberal met with that encomium which it fo highly 
deferved. 

Olaf, on his return to his tent, told his brothers what he had 
done, who did not feem to approve of it, as they gave him to 
underftand that it far exceeded their income. 

It is related the nobility attended, and that the guefts were 
not lefs than nine hundred. 

This feftival h^s been fecond to none in Iceland, fave that 
given by the fons of Healta in honour of their father ; twelve 
hundred perfons are faid to have aflifted at it. 

The banquet abounded with every thing in the greateft 
abundance, and reflefted much praife on the noble hofts. Olaf 
was confidered as the firft man, which he deferved, as he* took 
on him the one half of the expences and prefents which were 
given to the nobles. 

When the greater part of the company had retired, Olaf 
accofted his brother Thorleik, and faid, You know, brother, 
that to the prefent time few marks of friendfhip have been 
mutual between us, this I befeech you to endeavour to amend 
in future ; being acquainted with yotir difpleafure, on ac- 
count of accepting the prefents given to me by our dying fa- 
ther, yet if you think yourfelf injured therein, I offer in re- 
turn to educate your eldeft fon, though you will know that 
he that educates the child of another, is confidered as his 
inferior. 

Thorleik accepted of this, and took the moft friendly leave 
of his brother. 

P The 
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Olafr oc |>orgerdr atto fun. Sa fveinn var vatni autinn oc 
nafn gefit oc kalladr Keartan, efter Mirkeartan, modorfaudr 
Olafs. 

Enn 4tto |;au fleiri baurn fon |)eirra annar het Stein|>or, 
Halldor j^ridi, Helgi fiordi, Hoikoldr enn fimti : Bergjrara oc 
|)orbiorg heto dsetor |)eirra. Anil voro baurn jjeirr^ bin mann- 
vxnligufto. 
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The firft fon Olaf had by Thorgerda was baptifed by the 
name of Kertan, in memory of Mirkeartan, grandfather to 
Olaf. 

They had more children, the fons were Sternther, Haldor, 
Helgi, and Hofkuld ; and the daughters were Bergthora, and 
Thorbiorg; they were all children of great hopes. 
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EYRBYGGIA, CAP. CXII. 

GUDLEIFR het madf ^nn yar fup , Gqdlaugs Audga or 
Straumsfirdi, enn brodiv |x)rfins 'er Sturliin^r 6ro frsdcomnir, 
Gudleifr var farmadr mikill, hann itte knor mikin. |»t var ofar- 
liga a daugoni Olafs hins Helga at Gudleifr haufdi kaupferd til 
Dyflinar, enn er hann i]gl4e yefta^ai oc: setladi til Iflands, figlde 
hann fyrer veftan Irland, hann feck auftan vedr oc landnyrdinga 
oc rak ^ langt veftr i haf oc utfudr, ]k> j^eir viffi ecki til landa. 
|»ar kom at,, at j>eir urdo varir vid land, enn egi viflb |>eir hvat 
land l^at var. |»eir figldo at laride, ]7Vii4t.|^m l^cGzhlfam^t^ 
oc fengo haufn g6da. Efter fkamma ftund komo menn til fundar 
vid |?a. feir kendo |)ar engan mann enn helft |)okto |^ir |>eim 
Irfko mael^. , Ski6tt kora 1>ar fiaul-n\.enni fva mikit at fkipte 
maurgom hundrodom. |>efler menfi Veitto"^ pelm atgaungo oc 
toko ^4 haundom oc voro ]?eir i baiind keyrdir oc rekner a land 
iipp til mots. Her vildo fumer at j^aer vaero drepner enn adrir, 
at |>eim vaeri nned j?eim (kipt, oc |?i4dir. Oc fem j^etta var kiaert 
fi4 |?eir hvar reid flockr manna til J>eirra, var i fiockinom 
borit merki. Under merkino fia ]?eir er flockinn bar at, rida 
mann mikin oc garp-ligan ; fa var d efra alldri, hann var hvitr 
af haerom, allir hneygdo j^eflbm manni oc faugnodo honom, 
oc var til bans fkotit aiillom atquaedom um malit. SH aldradi 
madr fendi j^gar efter j?eim Gudleifi oc fpurdi margs af Klandi, 

I odrom 
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GUDLEKUR, fon to Gudlaug the wealthy, of Straumfirth, 
and brother to Thorfin, from whom the Sturlings, the firft no- 
bility in Iceland, have defcended, was a famous failor, and com- 
manded his own veflel. Toward the clofe of the reign of the 
king St. Olaf, it happened that Gudleif, according to cuilom, 
failed for Dublin ; but, as he returned, directing his courfe 
along the weftem coaft of Ireland, in order to proceed for Ice- 
land, he met with heavy gales from the eaft and north, which 
drove him far into the weftern ocean toward the fouth-weft, 
entirely out of the fight of land. At length they perceived 
land, but not being able to afcertain it, they determined at all 
events to approach it, as they were exceedingly fatigued with 
the fea. Having at length attained a commodious harbour, 
they anchored in it. The inhabitants foon after came to them. 
The Icelanders knew nobody, nor did they underftand their 
language, though it feemed to border on the Irifh. In a Ihort 
time feveral hundreds aflembled ; and having infulted theftrangers, 
and having made prifoners of them, conveyed them handcuffed 
into the country. Here fome thought it expedient that they fhould 
be killed ; but others gave it as their opinion, that they fhould 
be divided amongft the inhabitants as (laves. Occupied in this 
confultation, a large body of horfemen appeared, under a con- 
2 fpicuous 
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I bdrom ftad kaullodo landfmenn at rdd nockort vaeri gert fyrer 
fkipfbfninne. Hinn mikle madrinn geek ]?a brott, oc nefndi 
med fer xii af sinom maunnom, fato j^eir langa hrid a einmaelei 
gatiga sidan til fundarios -oc t6k ia. miklp madr til orda. Ver 
landfmenn haufom talat urn hagi ydra, og bafa |>eir gefit m41 
ydar 4 mitt valid, enn nd vil ec gefa ydr far^leifi, |)4ngat fem |)er 
vilit ; rsed ec ydr at leita hedan, j>vi f61kit er 6tnitt, oc lilt vidr 
eignar, enn jjycker brotin laug a fer, er landit oc vidt en illt 
jdl hafna, oc ridinn T^frixk hver vetDa i^tiendom matuinom. 



EX LANDNAMA, 

SON Mars. a Reikholum oc ]x>rkautlo dottr Hergils Hrapps 
£i!inar var Ari. Hann vard Saebaefi til Hvitra manna lands. |»t 
kalla fumir Irland hid mikla. Liggr ])at yeftr i Hafi naer Vin- 
landi hino goda. |^at er kaullud fex dsegra filing veftr fra Ir« 

landi. 
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^picuous ftandaj-d,.. under iirhicb, as they approached, -they fa\r 
"d mart of an «legant form, jthbugh fomewhat in years.; his temr 
pies -We're fh'aded with I6ck& of ven^iiable: white ; the y^ho^e al[- 
iemMy pMdjhiin bbtda^,' and with one 'accord fi^mitted the 
whole of the ^ecilidn to. his opinion^ . Tfhe old man on this 
fent for Gurdleif and his companions, whom he aiked in Norfe, 
after comparing them, who they might be? The moft part 
being natives of Iceland, afforded him an opportunity to enquire 
for many things relative to that country. The people called 
out impatiently for the final decillon. The old man, obferving, 
this, left the afiembly, and took with him twelve men, with 
whom he held a long converfation, which being oyer they re- 
turned. The fage thenTaid, aiddfefling hiijafelf to the ifarangers,, 
We the inhabitants of this country have had an interview about 
your affairs; but, as they have been fubmitted to me, I give 
you leave to go where you plea^, and at the fame time advife 
you as foon as poffible to get under fail, on account of the 
little confidence that is to be placed in the faith of thi» people 
on this head, who deem their law to be infringed ; added to> 
this, the harbours are fcarce, and Grangers are liable to be treated 
as enemies* 



From the Book called L A N D N A M A* 

ARI was the {<m of Mar, c^ Reikholar,. and Thorkatllw 
daii^hter of Hei-gils Hrappfon. He was call- on the ihore of 
the Whitemen*s land, which others call the Great Ireland. It is 
fituated in the WeAera ocean, near the good Vinland, Here 

R An, 
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iaiidi. y»dtA nidi Ari egi brott at &rt bcvar^ flcyrdr. Fm 
fdlb f^gdi firftr Rafn Hlimreks £ui| er lengi hafdi verit i HUm- 
teka t Irlandi. Sta k^ad jxnlteU Oeittflba fegSa Iflendika xQ^nn 
^a et htytt hatifdo fegia ^rfinn iarl of Qrkbefum at An hafdi 
iketidr v^t a Hvitra maHiia Imdi, oc i^uli egi brott at fan. 
3Eiin vJit far vd virdr. 
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Ari, not being permitted to return, was detained and baptifed. 
This was firft related by Rafn, the Limerick merchant, who 
had refided many years in Limerick ; and, befides this, Thorkil 
Geetfon faid he had heard feveral Icelanders relate the fame, 
who had been prefent when Thorfin earl of Orkneys aflerted 
that Ari had been feen in the Whitemen*s land ; and although 
he did not get leave to return, he had been very much 
efteemed. 
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C I R G it 1319^. 

REVERENDO in Chriftopatri & 'Domino fao, Domino Elawo> 
Dei grati4 archiepifcopo NidrofienH, ibi humiles 8c devoti Cor- 
macus archidiaconus Sodorenfis, Be, Grimarus fuse ecclefise Ni«- 
drofienfis praebendarius, falutem 8c omnem reverentiam tarn de«> 
bitam qvam devotam. Qvoniam uterqve peccat, qvi veritatem 
occultat, 8c mendadum profert, qvia hie prodefle non vult, ic 
alius nocere de(ider3t;,idcirco teftiinonium veritati perhibere vo- 
leotes, paternkati vefbrae reverends fignificamuSi qvod cum noS) 
ex commiffione mandati veftri, in officio vilitationia ad dijoceiim 
Orchadenfem circ^ feftum San(5ti Michaelis accelfimus apud Cir- 
kdwan, 8c porre^^ ac oftens& commiflione mandati veftri, vene^* 
rabili patri, ejufdem loci epifcopo, ia> ecclefm fiia cathedrali, co- 
ram fuo capitulO) nos ad execurionem* officii nobis injun^ fati^ 
gratiofe 8c obedienter admifit, 8c in omnibus neceilariisy^ ob* 
veftrse paternitatis reverentiam humanitep 8c benigne pertra(fla» 
vit ;. offidoqve vidtationis per totam Orchadiam per nos plenius 
pera<5to 8c difcuilby defe<flus qvos invenimus in- eccleiiia ibidem> 
magis remiffitudinem 8c negligentiam proedeceflbrum Aiorum, 
qvam fuam, ut ad plenum intelleximus^ exiftentes, cum tot 
8c tales defe^tus infra breve tempus, licet propofle fuo nifus 
fuerit, eos reparare non fuffecit. Promifit- tamen nobis, fide 
medift, coram domino Magno comite DrchadisB) 8c Cathaniae, 8c 
1 Caterina, 
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Cutciina, fponfa ejufdcni, tapUiiUx^vc fuo, ac txmltjs aliis fi<Je 
dignis, tliilos delictus inlVa [breve] teropus ^mcndare 5 aflllgiia- 
vitcive ad hoc certam portiopcm j.edn.itwum. fuorum, pro\it uni- 
cuiqve ecclefiac opus ftierit, &: fibi 8c capitulo fuQ vifum fvJQ« 
rit oiK)rtunum, qvoad ufqve di<^i defe(5lvis plene fuerint ^TO€n-» 
dati. Prseterea qvia qvaedam finiftra de perfona di(5ti domini epif- 
copi paternitati veftrae fucrunt fuggsllai l^per qvibiis nobis fpe- 
cialiter inqvircre praecepiftis, habita fuper hiis fideU &: diligenti 
^nqvifttlorte fc ^x^lninatiwipj ^3«n p^r ftrc)i^d|a(CQnwi:?i .ftmsn; $c 
canonicos, qvam vicarios ^c<;l?ijaj>. coj-porali .facc^imiJtiKipt^ijJQ- 
iito, invenimus praeduSta ftiggefta on^iao eflfe. falfa; &q aftaoift^ ^ 
magis ex iniqvifatis &. odii fomite 'qvam radi<?e' vefitjtfis :prQ"» 
ceffilTe;- nlaxime quoad incontinemUm, <]i^a cJomwo epifcopd 
impofitara, pr*di6ti archjdi^oi\us, cftnQ»ici, Jfi-^if arii, , pet fua 
juramerita fp6cialiter ^epofuerun^ fe njinqyam ftivifle,) vidilTe 
Aut intelle3cifle, feu per piodum aliqvalem prababilem, vel all- 
cujus lufpicionis limilitudinem perpendilfe aut pfrcepifle k^^idcc-* 
modi contra, praefatmn dominum fuum . epifcopvim, poib^jtani 
fuit in epifcopum coufecratus ; fed potius fe cr$dere Si fcire hu^ 
jus[modi] pcnitus clTe falfa, 8i ab aemulis & malevolis, fi qva 
didla funjt, ortum habuilfe. Unde ad innocfutise puritatem de- 
clarandam, & deti'ahentiura verfutiam comprimen<lam,. qvatenus 
facultas nobis adeo data eft, inqvirendi 8c inveftigandi fuper prse- 
miffis, paternitati veftrae veritatem patefacimus per praefisntes li- 
teras, figillis noftris confignatas. Datum, Sec. 
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Tranfcriptum fuper fententiis Domini Archiepifcopi contra 
Orchadenfem Epifcopura. 

MCCX3XX. 

UNIVERSIS Chrifti fidelibus, praefentes literas infpeauris, 
Audfinnus Dei gratis epifcopus Bergenfis, nee fton capitulum 8c 
canonici ecclefiae memoratae, falutem in domino fempiternara. 
Noveritis, qvod anno Domini Mcccxx, in odtavo beati Olavi re- 
gis & martyris, in coofiftorio curiae Bergenfis, prasfentes fuimus, 
audivimus,' ac diligenter afcultavimus, cum dominus Grimariis 
Ormeri legit coram domino Villelmo, Dei gratia, epifcopo Or- 
kadenfi, tres literas venerabilis in Chrifto patris ac doraini noftri, 
domini Elaui, permiffione diving, Nidrofienfis archiepifcopi, fi- 
gillo fuo confignatas ; qvarum tenor de verbo ad verbum talis 
extaf; . 

IN nomine Domini, Amen. Gum nos Elawus, Dei gratii, 
Nidrofienfis archiepifcopus, dudum valido noitris auribus defe- 
rente clamore, vos dominum Villelmum epifcopum Orkadenfeni, 
■per totam noft'ram diocefitn enormiter intellexerimus mfamatum, 
idcirco nos ex officii noftri debito fcire volemes, fi diiSlus cla- 
mor opere fit completus, ad ipfam veftram ecclefiara & diocefim 
per viros dlTcretos, dominum Cormacum archidiaconura Sodoren- 
fem&iGrimarum, ecclefiienoftrse prsebendamim, a nobis pleriariam 
optinenteg poteftatem, defcendimus vifitandam. Qvi qvidem noftri ' 
nuncii, vifitatores, &: inqvifi tores 'in hoc negotio per nos coni- 

T • miffum 
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miffum fibi legationis & viiitationis efie£lum| diligenter per jmo*^ 
ceflus legitimes &: formam debitam exfeqventes, invenerunt vos,- 
frater epifcope, non folum bona epifcopalia, per praediorum.alier-- 
natione8 & infeudationes adeo dilapidaiTe, ac etiam diflraxifle^. 
qvod ipfa ecc]e(ia cathedralis & curia epifcopalis in ipiis asdificiis 
pro magna parte cornitis, de reliqvo fubitam minatur ruinam^^ 
veriim etiam omnium qvafi aliarum ecclefiarum reddkus & pro-* 
ventns, ad redtorum earumdem fuftentationem & aedificiorum * 
reparationem i^aitinentes, veftris inordinatis ufibus in tantiim ap- 
plic&iTe, qvod cultus divinus deperit, honeilas prae expenfarum 
])enuria negligitur, clericalis & cleri pariter & populi.caritas & 
devotio contabefcit. Invenerunt vos infuper, tanqvam canonum 
contemptorem, beiieficia nulla canonice contulifle, fed perfonas 
.diverfas, videlicet alienigenas, vagabundos, ac etiam diverfarum 
religionum apoftatas, ad terminum limitatum annorum vel men- 
fium inftitnrfle, in . eifdem : certa vobis penlione vel pecuniae 
qvantitate de eorum qvolibet refer vata ; ac etiam fubditorum ap- 
pellationibus rite interje<Stis, injuriofe, non deferre ; vofqve per- 
fonaliter, pontifical! dignitate & debita morum gravitate negledla,^ 
aucupiis &: clamofis venationibus^ ac hujufmodi levitatibus, ut 
de aliis taceamus, tanta vos freqventia occupatis, qvod ecclefia- 
rum regimini & paftoralis curae foUicitudini, fie difl[blute vivendo, 
nickil vel .parum intenditis, fubditos veflxos, ydolatras, veneficos, 
hsereticosi ac etiam alios criminofos mal^ viventes, fe clavium 
contemptores, in nullo penitus corrigendo; fed in veftris expen- 
ds 8c familia, excommunicationis fententia manifeft^ ligatos de* 
tioentes* Cum igitur harc, & hiis fimilia^ animarum faluti 
plarimum adverfentur, fcandalum generent manifeftum, & di- 
vinam provocent offenfam, fi eis obviatum non fuerit remediis 
opportunis; idcirco noS| Orchadenfis ecclefiae indempnitatibus, ex 
I officii 
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officii noftri debito providere cupientes, ne per veftram dilapida- 
tionem bonorutn fuorum jadiuram Be dampna fuftineat ampliora, 
au<5toritate Metropolitica a bonorum adminiftratione fententialiter 
vos fufpendimus ia hii& fcriptis, qvoad alios veftros exceifus cor- 
rc(Stione nobis debit4 referv^t&; fraternitatem infuper veftram 
caritativ^ reqvirimus, & paternis affedlibus exhortamur, in vir* 
tute fandtae obedientiae vobis firmiter demandantes, qvatinus ex- 
ceflus veftros 8c. proceflus improvidos, emendatione debits cor- 
rigatisj Lle(5ta. 8c lata eft haec fententia, ipfofdomino ejHfcopo 
{nrsefente, ac fsepius prius ammonito, 8c tunc fpecialiter ad ipfam 
fententiam audiend^m legitime citato xvi kaL Augufti, in con- 
iidorio curiae noftroe Bergis, anno Domini mcccxz. 

Ad evidentiam majoretn coHationis facStae ad ipfa originalia 
cum praefenti tranfcripto, ligilla noftra epifcopi 8c capituli prae- 
di6torum praefentibus funt appenfa. Datum viii idus^ Augufti, 
loco 8C tempore f apradi<Stis. 



Lltera d^-collefta denarii Beat! 'Petri.' 

MCCCXX.K 

UNIVERSIS praefens fcriptum cementibus, Villealmus Orka- 
deniis,. Audfinnus Bergenfis, Haqvinus Stafwangrenfis, Hall- 
ivardus HamarenfiS) Dei gratis epifcopi, falutem in Domino fern- 
piternam. Noverint univerfi, qvpd anno Domini mcccxx, die 
feptimo mehfis Julii, Bergis in camera venerabilis in Chrifto 
, patris ac J>omini> domini Elawi Dei gratis archiepifcopi'Nidro- 
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fienfis, fetUs apoftolicse nuncii, ac denarii Beati Petri per NidFO" 
fienfem provinciam generalis colle(Soris, nobis prcefentibus Sc 
fpecialiter ad hoc vocatis 8t rogatis, infra fcriptana.pecunije fum* 
roam oftendebaL: qvam ipfe, ut dicebat, poft fufceptum nianda- 
tum apoftolicum, per civirates 8c dioc' Nidrofienfts j)roviiuia?, 
in diverfis monetis cupreis, retroadis temporibug, ufqve ad an- 
niim Domini 8c diem prsenotatos inclufiye, pro denario five cenfu 
Beati Petri coUe<Stam.iavenit, ac ipfe iK>ftmodum eadem au<Slori- 
tate coUegit 8c levavir, acin purum argentum fideliter commu- 
tavit ; qvod ipfe ftatim in praefentia .noftra, ut proemittitur, fe-, 
cit diligenter ponderari ad furamam qvadringentarum fejptuaginta 
o€to. marcarum, Scqvatuor-folidorum.bonorum 8c l^galium itere- 
lingorum communis Sccoiifueti ponderis Noricani promittens bona 
.fide, qvodantedidam>pecunia?.fummam nomine fedis ajpoftolicae, 
fecundum formam rmandati aixjftoUci faceret in tuto 8c feciiro 
.loco, fideliter cuiiodiri, .donee .mandatum fedis apoftolicae recepe- 
rit qvid 8c qvaliter de eadem duxerit ordinandum. In cnjus rei 
teftimoniam figilla noftra praefentibus funt appenfa. A<5lum 2e. 
datum; loco 8c tempore praenotatis. ' 



MGGCXXII. 

;NOTA. QVOD anno Domini .MCGCXXH, tertio non. Martii, 

.dimifimus.i nobis 8c noftra jurifdi(Slione, Thorkillum 8c Her- 

brandun)> ad eorum fupplicationem, propter caufam in eorum 

. literis dimifiToriis contentam; qvod eis annuiraus in prsefentia do- 

mincrum Borghari 8c Haqvini canonicorum noftrorum, Johannis 

SusenoniSi .fratris StulloniSy «um pluribus aliis fide dignis. 

UNIVERBIS 
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Ul^IVERSIS Chrifti fidelibus praefentes literas vifuris vel aui 
dituris, Elawus rniferattone diviha, Nidrofienfis ecclefise arciii- 
epifcopiis, falutem in Domino Jefu Chrifto. Noveritis nos difcreto 
viro Thorkillo, Bergenfis ecclefiae clerico, ecclefiam qvae dicitur 
l^uaeita |)ing, Orchadefllis diocefis, ad noftram donationem, ex 
ftatiito concilii generalise pervet>erabilis fratris, Domini. Or- 
chadenfis epifcopi negligentiam devolutam, au6loritate Metropo- 
litic^ cum omnibus fuis pertinentiis, habitis 8c habcndis, cano- 
nic^ contuliffe, ^ perpetuis . temporibus libere poffidendam. In 
cujus reiteftiraonitim figilltmi noftrum praefentibus eft appenfum* 
Datum Nidrofiae, kalendis Septembris, ann^ Domini mcccxxj, 
confecrationis vero noftrae anno xi. 

LUera vero Herbrandi, qvae feqi^kur, abbreviatur, qvia ejufdem 
tenoris '5ft cum praecedenti, exceptis locis &: propriis nomini- 
bus, ut per-eam, qvae feqvitur, fatis patet. • 

Univerfis, &c. Ela^yus miferatione divina, &c* Noveritis 
nos difcreto viro, Herbrando, Bergenfis ecclefiae clefico, eccle- 
fiam de Raudar |?ing, Orchadenlis diocelis, ad noftram donationem, 
ex ftatuto concilii, &c. D^tum, 3cct Sicut prius. 



Litera dimiiToria. 

MGGCXXIL 

' VENERABILl in Chrifto fratri & Domino, Domino Vilelmo,' 
Dei gratis epifcopo Orchadenfi, Audfinnus eadem gratia epilco- 
pus Bergenfis/ falutem & fraternam in Domino caritatem. Ac- 

U cedent 



Digitize 




oogle 



[ 78 ] 

cedens ad praefentiam noftram Thorkillus Hanewi, qvem ad 
prjefentationem venerabilis in Chrifto patris ac Domini noftri, 
Domini Elavvi miferatione divina Nidr(^enfis •eccleiiae archiepif- 
copi, ad diaconatus &: presbiteratus ordines, ftatutis ^ canone 
temporibus, pronK)vimus, nobis intimavit, qvod cum eidem D<>* 
minus archiepifcopus memctfatus ecclefiacn in Hiatlandta veftras 
diuceHs, qvae j^vseita j^ing dicttur, ad ipfius arcbiepifcopi collatio» 
nem, ex itatuto generalis condlii, prout patet in literis fuper hoc 
eonfe6tis, devolutam, audtoritate Metropoiitidk canonic^ contu- 
lerit, perpetuis temporibus poffidendam. Verum qtia bes^fidum 
bujufmodi perfonalem reqvirit refidentiarn^ nobis Thorldllus an-^ 
tedidtus humiliter fupplicavit, ut ipfum k noflra jurifdi^kione ab- 
folveremus, dandi fibi liberam licentiam in beneficio ei fie collato 
veiidefe. Qvare Veftram in Domiao fratemitatem exoramus^ 
qvatinus presbiterom prseKbatum, cum ad diocefim vtftratn ve- 
nire ac in corporalem mitti pofleffionem di€U beneficii contigerit, 
intuitu noftri benigne recipiatis ; nullam eidem ab aliqvo inju- 
riam aut gravamen inferri permittentes ; fcituri pro ce«o eun- 
dem pracsbiterum k nobi$ cum bon& licentia abiblutum receffi£fe« 
In cujus rei teftimonium (igillum noftrum prsefentibus eft appen^' 
fum. Datum Bergis viii idus ApriKs, anno Domini afcccxxii. 



MCCCXXII. 

ELAWS miferatione divina Nidrofieniis archiepifcopus, vene- 
j-abili fratri, Domino Audfinno e^dem gratis epifcopo Bergenfi, 
falutem in Domino fempiternam. Qvoniam difcreti viri, Domi- 
ni Ingebertus canonicus Orchadenfis, 8c Grimarus,. ecdefise noftrae 
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{Mxebendarit:», fuper caufarum cognitionibns tc terminationibus, 
9G etiaro negotiorum executionibus, pro qvibus eos ad epifcopa^ 
turo Orchadenfem, audtoritate Metropoliticd, deflinavimus, minus 
difcretam, variam ac etiam fingularem 8c divifam, nobis rela- 
tionem fecerant, nos, de ipforum a6tis 8c proceflibus legittim^ 
certiorari volentesy au^oritate vobis prsefentium oymmittimus 
vices nollraSy ad exigendam etiam cum debita cohercione, fi ne- 
cefie fuerft, 8c recipiendam, fuper proceffibus qvibufcumqve^ 
virtute noftrarum eommiffionum per eos in Orchadia fa6tis 8c 
habitis, rationem 8c relationem canoiiicam Si fidekm ; praecipud 
fuper hib, qvae noftros proceilus contra Dominum ^pifcopum Or- 
chadenfem habitos, 8c jura tangunt fedis apoftolicaey 8c ipHus ec* 
cleiiae Orchadenfis, ferendis in eos fententiis, ii opportebit,.pro 
eorum exceflibus, negligentiis vel aliis forefa^tis, nobisy. un% 
eum negotio prineipali, fpeciatiter refervatis. Datum Nidfx)fi8ey 
feptimo kaK ApriliS| Anno Domini mccgxxii. 



MCCCXXIV. 

£LAWS Dei g^atii archiepifcopus Nidrofienfis, venerab^ in 
Chrifto fratri, Domino ViUelnao, epifcopo Orchadenfi^ falutem 
in Domino, Qvia cum bonae memoriip Domina Ragbnaldis, 
uxor difcreti viri, Domini Raghnnaldi Allaci, dudum in pnefentia 
noftra, cum adhuc omnimoda gauderet corporis fofpitate ac prae- 
didto Domina Raghnnaltio praefente 8c confentiente^ fibi in ecclelia 
noftra Nidrofienfi folempniter locum elegit fepulturae, ficut in 
}}teris fuper hoc confe(5li» clarius cominetur, 8c fic[ut] intellexi- 
mus, Ulud idem in ultimis fuis in Orchadia innovavit, non fuffi«< 
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cimiis admirari, qvi temeritate prsefumitis funus prxdidae Domi- 
ni Raghnnaldis, contra pr^edidti Domini Raghnnaldi reqvi(itioner% 
detinere ; qvi fe paratum ofFerebat, illud ad ecclefiam noftram 
Nidrofienfem cum honore tranfportare ; in noftrum 8c ecclefiae 
iioltrae cui fidelitatei;n tenemini ex praeftito juramento, praejudi* 
cium non modicum, ac faepedidti Raghnwaldi dampnum evidens 
&; gravamen, non advertentes, qyod eccleliae & loca, . in qvibus 
contra decedentium voluntates corpora defun6lorum detinentur, 
ipfo jure, ecclefiaftico fupponuntur interdiilo, Ssirregularitatem 
contrahunt ; a qva nifi per fedem apoftolicam abfolvi neqyeunt 
celebrantes in eifdem. Nos ergo tantam praefumptiunem fub 
diffimulatione prgeterire nullatenus intendentes, & cum juftifli- 
mum (it, ut in qvo qvis dereliqverit^ in eodem puniatur, vobis 
prxcipimus, ac fub poena ingreflus ecclefise, qvam in vos exnunc 
ut extuuc, (i ipandatis noftris nun parueritis, fententialiter feri- 
mus in hiis fcriptis, au6toritate Metropolitic^ firmiter demanda- 
mus, qvatinus corpus faepedidtae Raghnaldis, cum omnibus inde 
j>erceptis, ad ecclefiam Nidrofienfem in expenfis .veftris, cum ho- 
nore debito, ante feftum Beati Johannis Baptiftae a dato praefen- 
tium proximo fubfeqvcns, per perfonas honeftas nobis deferatis, 
nichilominus poenas ulteriores pro injuriis, dampnis & aliis ino- 
bedientiis, nobis & ecclefiae noftraB per vos irreverenter exhibi- 
tis & illatis, vobis infligendas, auitoritate praefentium, refer- 
yantes. Datum Bergis anno Donaini mcccxxiv, kal. Augufti,* 



Berg. MCCCXXVI. 

VENERABILI.in Chrifto fratri & Domino, Domino Willielmo 

Dei gratis epifcopo Orchadenfi, Audfinnus ejufdem gratis epifcopus 

a Bergenfis 
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Bergenfis falutem Sc frateraam in Domino caritatem. Cum Co- 
joni Hialtlandiae fe voto longis retroa(Stis temporibus> firmiter 
adftrinxerunt, pro fertilitate terras fuse, ut finguli fingulis annis 
certam menfuram farinae, qvae Sunnifumiol in vulgari appellatur, 
•ad fcrinium beatse Sunnivae BergiS offerrent. Verum qvia ex- 
penfae terrae praedidtorum inqvilinorum parcere cupientes, pro- 
curatorium noflrum commiflimus Domino Evaro ibidem cele" 
branti, pro di<5ta farina coUigenda, ideo fupplicamus, ut fraterni 
viciffitudine media nobis aftetls, Sc noftro procuratori, ut votum 
fie pie emiifum per memoratos colono$ plenari^ 8c fideliter per- 
folvatur, demandantes nobis fecur^, qvae vobis per nos videntur 
faclenda. Valeat & vigeat veftra reverenda fratemitas in Domino 
per tempora longiora. 



Obligatoria Domini Ordiadenfis fuper decima papali ad fexennium. 

MCCCXXVII. 

OMNIBUS Chrifti fidelibus, has literas vifuris vel audituris, 
Villelmus Dei gratis epifcopus Orchadenfis, aeternam in Domino 
falutem. Pateat univerlitati veftrae, qvod recognofcimus nos te- 
neri & per praefentes firmiter obligari venerabili in Chrifto patri 
ac Domino noftro, Domino Elauo, divinft providenti^ Nidrofienfi 
archiepifcopo, in centum OiStoginta 8c fex marcis fterlingorum, 
pro decima, papali fexennali ; ita videlicet, qvod de bonis 8c 
redditibus noftris in Hiatlandia recipiet, feu recipi faciet per pro- 
curatores fuos, unum vel plures, anno praefenti incipiente ad 
feAum Omnium Sandtorum, tam in denariis qvam in denarlatis, 
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fcilWet qvod nos ibidem r^ipere conftievimuSy o^oginta miircas 
fterlingorum, & alias o<Stogima mMrcas anno kimediate Aibfe- 
qvente, & viginti fex marcas^ qvae reltduse f«nt, periblveaius in 
seftate proximo futura procurator fuo in Orchadia) fine ulterioFi 
dihtione, aut akerius termini proro^ione. Undie pr«di<aiail^ 
ten am Hiatlandise dominationi fu^ reverendae paternitatis fuppo- 
nimus &: afledamus ufqve ad tertninum biennii praBtafxatum^ 
ac etiam qvoad ufqve di^a decima fuerit f^^n^ieperfc^uta; qvee 
qvidem terra, fa^^ hujufmodi foiutione, ad tios Zc ecdefiam 
noftram plen^ 8c integr^ reveitet.ur. In cajuB rei teftimonium 
iigillum nollrum praefentibus eft appenAMn. Datum Bergis, m 
craftino nativitatis Beat« Virginis ailno gratis^ Mcccxxvii. 



MCCGXXVIIL 

IN nomine Domini Amen. Cum nos Elaws Dei gratis Ni- 
drofienfis ecclefise archiepifcopi^s,, dilidum Tub anno Domini 
Mcccxxviri, audtoritate fedis apoftolicae, nobis in hac parte fpe- 
cialiter commiifay ad inqvrretidum de denario bcati Petri in cpif- 
copatu Orchadenii, ac etiam ad ipfum ibidem' levandum, difcre- 
tum virum, Dominum Ingilbertum dictum Lyning, canonicum 
Orchadenfem, vos, Domine Yiklmcy Orchadenfis epiicope, nurt- 
cium noftrum memoratum, immo veriu^ facrofan^tae fedis ant€- 
di(5lae, omni reverenti4 poftpo(ita> propiias profelfionis & jura- 
menti penitus immemores, incarcerare prsefumpfiftis, in ejofdem 
apoftolicae fedis dampnum Sc injuriam, ac hujus negotii confufio^ 
nem & impcdinientum manifeftum ; ipfumqve Ingilbertum, }u- 
ris ordine totaliter prsetermifib, prsebenda faa it bonis omnibus, 

mobilibus 
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mobilibus 8c immobilibus, in Orchadia exiftentibus, fpoliaftis, & 
adhuc contra noftras ammonitiones &: mandatum inobedienter 
bona eadem detinetis, taliter fpoliata ; vos iqfuper de denario 
memorato, k tempore, qvo primo adminiftrationem habuiftis ec- 
clefiae Orchadenfis, pro qvolibet anno tres marcas fterelingorum 
cum dimidia & qvinqve denariis, veftris udbus applicaftis, fum- 
mam hujufmodi per annos eirciter qvindecim occukandO| prout 
I)er teftinm depofitiones & veftram confeffionem in jure fadlani 
coram nobis eft probatum. Nos ergo tantam apoftolicae fedis 
iiljuriam fub diflimulationis eonniventia fuftinere non valentes, 
vos Dominum Villelmurti epifcopum Orchadenfem, pro injuriis 
& contumeliis antedi^isi ab officio pontificali fufpendimtis in-hiis 
fcriptis, ad folutionem & reftitutionem qvinqvaginta trium m area- 
rum fterelingorum de veftris propriis bonis folvendorum, qvas de 
fsepedidto beati Petri denario vobis ufurpative retinuiftis, nichilo- 
minus condempnantes. Ad cujus qvidem pecuniae folutionem 
& traditionem nobis plenariam faciendam^ terminum vobis trium 
menfium praefigimtis, fub poena excommunicationis ; qvam ex 
nunc in vos ferimus, fi mandatis noftris parere contempferitis in 
praemiffis* Infra qvem t<erminum, fub poena pnelibata bona 
omnia, qvrbus Dominutn Ingilbertum, Domini noftri pap» Sc 
noftrum nuncium, fpoHaftis, reftitui praecipianis per h«c fcripta; 
qvem & nos ad praebentlam 8c canoniam^ qvam in ecclefra Or- 
chadenfi rife optinuerat, tanqvam fpoliatum manifefte fententiali-^ 
ter reftituimus per prasfentes. Le6ta 8c lata eft haec fententia 
in confiftorio curiae noftrae Bergis, pratfato Dora mo epifcopo faepe 
faepius prius, ftrper prsemiffis monito 8c vocato, tunc vero ad 
audiendam banc fententiam fpecialiter citato* Anno Domini 
Mcccxxviir^ kal. Augufti^ 

Urn 
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Um Pawa.tiund ab Hialltlande. 

MCCGXXVIIL 

NOTA. QVOD anno Domini Mcccxxviii, pridie ydus Julii, 
grxiddi Giafalldr Ivarfon af Hialltlande fo mikla pawa tiund, 
liirduleghom herra Audfimii Bpi j. BiorghuinSc Suaeini Sighurdar 
fyni fehyrdi j. konongs garde. Siau (kippund uUar, Sc xinu lifis 
pimdi faat j. Var,|?at at fpanna tale Hlallta. Sextan f^xin ok 
XX uUar at Hiatlenzkra vaagh. 



MCCCXXIX, 

EILIFR med gudz mlfkun erchibifcop. i. Nidarofe faender sira 
Hakone. sira Salwa. & sira Jone. korsbraedrom. i. Biorghuin ok 
Remundi de lamena^ fub-colle£toribus pauatiundan q. q. Sc iina. 
Ver hafum undirftadet^ at j^r hafet taekit j^riar merkor & niu 
tighi marka brendra pavatiundar ab Orkneium* & framlaeidifs 
sezlaft at taka af Stawangs bifcops dome allar seftet flaedur ofkaerdar 
fyr faghdrar tiundar mote herra pawans bode &: goduilia JTeim 
fem hann gerdi varom herra kongenom ok allu landeno til ftyrkiar 
j. mote kriltninnar ouinum undir vare fkipan & forfio er |)at hael- 
mingren af allre faex aere pavatiund um allt rikit. Af |?ui firer 
biodom ver ydr at |)er taket frammare en haelmingen tiundarennar 
fem nu er faght. Huarke af Stawangre ne Orkneyum eda vi* 
dare ok j^er aftur lukit fem frammar hafe j^r adr tekit vars herra 
2 kongfens 
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of the Papal tithes of Shetland, 

MCCGXXVIII. 

OBSEKVEt that in the year of our Lord 132$, the 25th day 
of July, did Giafald^ Ivarfon of Shetland, pay to the Reverend 
Locd Audfin^ the Lord Biftiop of Bergen, and Suein Sigurdfon, 
comptroller of the Kiag'»- houfludd, the tenAs due to the Pop^ 
viz. 22 cwt. of wool^ lefs than 16 pounds, according to the 
fiandard' of Shetland, being 3.6 fpan Shetland weight of wool- 



MGCCXXIX. 

EILIF, by the grace of God ardibifhop of Nidaros, we greet 
^Fou Sir Haco% Sir Salwa, and Sir John, canons of Bergen^ 
and Remund de Lamena,. fub-coUe^rs of the papal tenths^ 
We have underitood that you have gathered ninetyt-three maiiLS^ 
of pure filver as a papal tithe of the ifland of Orkneys; and 
that you. intend to collet); all th&^arrears of the faid tidies due 
throughout the dioeefe of Stavanger^ however contnu*y to the 
writs and favour granted by the Pope to the King omr mafter, 
and which are to be ufed, according to our pleafure and orders, 
for the benefit of. the whole realm, againft the enemies of the 
church. And- whereas it is one- half of the whole papal tithe 
of the realmj we forbid you to levy more than the other half 
Ijart of. the. faid tithe,, neither in the dioeefe. of Stavanger, nor 

^ of: 
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kongfens umbods manne ok varom i hendr herra Audfinni biicopi 
j. Biorghuin. So framtfem |>er vilit fordazft vars herra kongfens 
oblidu. Oc tU ianz yitmsburdar faettuin vcr vart iniighli fyrer 
bref er gort var i Nidarofe a annan dagh Jola, anno Donuni 
|>ta Mcccxxiz^ 



.•;i: 



. F i jiiji iM] »-y<mwwi J iiii m. 



Litera qvittantiae fuper qvinqvaginta fex marcis fterlingorum 

vCum dimidia. 

MCCCXXIX. 

I Iff Qpgaine. S4nlt» 81; indlvidtiaa Trimtads, qvonim iniii^ft 
ii^.in^^^ potent ii\ futumna, . pnteat uaiverfis, qrod fub aimer 
I^eaaiini fiStSaccfXias, lu idrui Ftfaruaorii, xms officialis ccdefiaei Be»« 
SS»^ Fjcexteinens StitUaogkty Simon iuasv ejnfitetti ecdefiser con^ 
cvM^i^ib. Sma» SigbnardB, t&efaumrius illuftris fcgis Korwegisl^ 
IG^HSg^^ i^ Sacirtftn. Magoris: ecclsfis^ iciteFfniatili 8c vidimiK^ 
r^gi^k fpeeialBbQC 8& Yocati; qtvasBlafin fummam iSeriiugonimv put 
dota^iua ^iiioopum OvchadsHnfem ex popali: decim^ fdxennal^ 
pgr- ^Mgrn. (Hocfifio: colleiSiaa] fes^siiotianay qvas totalis a<f ceiitund- 
ti;^9cim macaas acgentiv Noiicaai ^esadtm, afoendsb&t. D0! 
q>ii»iqFi<k|aat iomnui). aaqvaiiteii ia duoi divi^ Reim^uidus dft l;aM 
nifin^ Qum &tta comptoatratoribas, ad hoc per- nurfcufs- furhmi 
PQjDtifipid: ipecialitQc deputatis,. ma£eta!)sc»y hoc eff, qvinqv^giilta^ 
3 ^x 
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of the iflands of Orkneys, nor in any other place ; and we de- 
mand you to repay to the king's agent, as well as to Lord Aud- 
fin, the Lord Bifhop of Bergen, whatever you have received 
above the due, as foon as you wifh to ^efcape the difpleafure of 
the king our Lord. In witnefs of this we have put our feal 
to this letter, written in Nidaros, the fecond day of Gbriftmas, 
in the year of our Lord mcccxzix. 



fex marcas cum dimidia ft^lingorum, ponderis fnprafcripti, lev 
vavit 8c ad cameram Domini noftri fummi pontificis aflignavit 
8c addixit deportandam. Reliqvam ver6 medietatem fummae to- 
talis ante tadtse, hoc eft alias qvinqvaginta fex marcas cum dimi- 
dia fterlingorum, ponderis ut prsefertur, levavit venerabilis pater 
Sc Dominus Audfinnus Dd gratis epifcopus Bergenfis, nomine 
procuratorisy ex parte regis Norwegise, per dominum archiepi** 
fcopum ejuCdem regni conftitutus, in cuftodiam feu gardiam, ad 
hoc per regni Optimates fubputatam, reponendam. In qvorum 
omnium 8c iingulorum teftimonium iigilla noftra pnefentibus 
£ant appenfa. patum loco, die 8c anno fupradidtis. 



ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS. 



Page 3* HAVING put bisjhip iofea. The veflels of the ancients being l^t 
tmilty were at the end of an 'expedition drawn on Qioret and kept in houfes made 
for that porpofe; and laws were pafied which entitled the com^nder.of a fliip to 
the public affiftance in drawing np, and fitting her out again. It is more thsfn 
Jtkdy that the fame cnftom had been in afe aniong the Romans ; for Horace feems 
CO afert this in one of his odes. 

Ibid. HsTM, who having been educated at the court of Athelftane> king of 
England^ is called by the Icelandic hiftorians Aialfieimfofiri^ or the fojler'fin cf 
Aibalftane. This truly good and great king fucceeded his father Harold the Hairfair^ 
on the Norwe^an throne, in the year of Chrift 036, and was flain in a batde by his 
brothers in 950. Eiyind Skaldafpiller compofed on this occaCon an ode, Which 
has been publifhed with an EnglUh trandation^ by the firft antiquary of our age, 
among Fi^ve pieces of Runic poetry, p. 63, Lond. 1763; and in the Northern Anti- 
quities, p. 240, Lend. 1773. 

Ibid. Brenneyar^ fome fmall iflands near the mouth of the ri?er Gothelf, which, 
till the laft century, divided Norway from Sweden. According to Eighj or the 
life of Elgin Skailagrimfon, written in the twelfth century, the pirates reforted to 
the faid iflands as a place of rendezvous in the beginning'of the tenth century, otn 
account of the briik trade, which was carried on by the neighboors. Vide cap. 48. 
The aflTcmbly of kings and princes mentioned by our author, had been ioftntvlf 
kept in the town of Kongbella (now Kongel in Bahus lebn)^ fltuated on the bonier 
of Norway, clofe to the aboyementioned river, as appears from the name itfei^ 
which fignifies the bill of kings. This place I take to be the fame, which the gHeat 
Mlfredy in his Hormefta, calls SciringejheaU i- e. ihe ball of judges. See the Anglos- 
Saxon tranflation from Orofius, tranflated into Englifii by the honourable I^aines 
Barrington, Lond. 177^^ p* 24. 

On this occafion I fhall beg leave to dHTer frotti the learned Judge, as weH a^ 
Dr. Forfter, who in his notes, p. 255, places Sciringelheal'dn the jDbores of Uplin- 
dia, or Gothland, and of <e/ Hethum, p. 25, makes' AUhedum^ V^^SS* ^^^^ he 

Z aflcru 
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aflcrts to be a town in the defaits of Jutland, afterwards known under the name of 
Jr-bus. In order to prove what 1 advance, I do but need to appeal to the royal au* 
thor, and give the voyage of Othere from Halgoland, the northernmoft part of 
Norway, along the coafl, in as lirerfil a iraufiatton as poffible of his words : 

" Othere faede pxt fio fcir hette Halgoland * pe he on bude, he cpad j^at nan 
** man ne bode be nordan him. Donne is an port on fudepeardum ^f I'asm lande 
•• |>onnc man hat Sciringe(heal. fyder he cpced l^aet manne mcghte gefeglian on 
*' anum mondc gyf man on nyht J picode & aelce daege hafde amberne pind. 
** And ealle pSL hpilejie fceal feglian be lande & on |7ast fleorbord him bid asrdl Ira* 
*^ land § & )7onne ]}2l Igland pe fynd betpus Iraland & J^ilTum lande. Donne is |>is 
•* land od he cymd to Sciringeiheale & ealne paeg on baet baec bord (are) Nordpege||« 
" Bi fudan fone Sciringelheal fyld fpidc micel «* (se up in on j^aet land. Seo is 
" brader Jjonnc aenig man oferfcon mege, & is Gotland t^ on odre healfe ongean. 
** Et fidda Sillende. Seo fse lid raaenige hundma&la up in J7£t land. And of Sci- 
*• ringeflicale he cpad fset he fcglode on fif dagan to faem porte pt man bat act J J 
•• Hathum. Se ftent betwuh Winedum, & Seaxum, & Angle, & hyrd in on Dene. 
** ba he j^iderweard feglode from Sciringeiheale. ]>a wa^ him on )>aet base bord 
'* Denameark & on J^aet fleorbord wid fas }7ry dagas. And ^a twegan dagas aer ht 
*^ to Hasthum §§ come him vvass on J^ast (teorbord Gothland ||||, & Silende, & Ig* 
** landa fela on |>aem landum eardodan Engle asr hi bider on land comob." Id eft^ 

* The prefent name ie HilgdamL 

f \4gm UmJt^ fhewt evidentljr that SdriMg(/beal cannot be fearcHed in Sve§Uuid^ Swedes ; but on the 
contrary in the country belonging to Othere. 

X To pic is to move, i. e. to proceed, in the Icelandic ai wcia, 

§ Iraland involves here that part of Great Britain called Scotland. 

il Nojibpe^e cannot imply Northvuir^^ as tranilated.by the honourable Mr. Barrington ; for Mr/A- 
mfards is always given by king iEIfred with the word Nopbpea;\b. It muft therefore fignify the fame 
country, which in the Saxon Chronicle is called in ^^w. ^/«r. NojipeTc, Z)^/. Noyipejum, ^cr. Nop. 
vesaO) or the prefent Norway, a name pcrfedjy defcriptive of that part of bcaiidinavia which, 
lacing the north, lies behind the fouthern way, which for the fame reafon got the name of SMi/rvg£^ 




Pytheas' Nerigon. 

** The iea mentioned here is the prefent Cattegat, an arm of which called Iftfivrd runs vpthc 
IflandofSfleland. 

tf The part of Sweden now called Wtfttr GotbknJ, or Wifl Gothland. 

X\ JEt is a panicle ufed in the Anglo-Saxon, as at and ef in the modem Englifh. famfortt at 
Jimthum^ i. e. the port of Hatbum. 

(§ Hathumt a lea port and town, fituated between the Wandals, the Saxons, and the Angles, and 
vet belonging to the Danes, cannot be any other than ^/</u;/V, which during the middle age was called 
Oy the Icelanders Hiidgr^ and Heidabar. Vide Knytlinga baga. Snorro bturicfon, &c. by the Danes 
htJihyy in the preface of king Waldemar I. Cimbric law. In the Latin tranflation of which Biihop 
Canute, of Wiborg, ftiies it Slefvicum, as does Saxo Grammaticus; and the German writers. Na^ 
Jl^dam of Bremen lays exprefsl;|r SUfwig fva \^ HeUbabytUgitur^ p. 2. 

Ill Gotblandhi^K alluded to is the preknt yutramfy which king Alfred, in the Saxon tranflation of 
B«da*s Chujpch Hifiory, book iY«.cap. 16, calls £otalajad, and the inhabitants Geata^ book i. cap. 15. 

•• Othere 
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" Othere faid, that the fhire which he inhabited is called Halgoland, and that no 
** one dwelt to the north of him. In the fouth of this land is a port called Sci* 
** ringeiheal. Thither he told nobody could fail in lefs than a month, although he 
•* proceeded in the night, and every day haid a fair wind. And during the (faid) 
** time he fhould fail near the land, and have on (larboard firft Ireland^ and then 
*• the other iflands, which are between Ireland and his country. Then, before he 
** arrives at Sciringe(heal, and all the way on larboard is the land of Norway. To 
** the fouth of Sciringcflieal a great fta runs up into the country, and is fo wide that 
** nobody can fee acrofs it. Oppofite (to Scirbgeiheal) on the other fide is Goth* 
** landy and then Sasland, which by the faid fea is interfcdted for many miles. And 
^' from Sciringeflieal he faid that he failed in five days to a harbour called the port 
*' of Haethum, which is fituatcd between the Wandals, the Angels, and the Saxons,, 
^[ but belongs to the Danes. When he failed thither from Sciringelheal, Denmark 
" lay on the larboard, as did a wide fea on theftarboard, in the courfe of the three 
'* firft days. But the two days before he arrived to H«thum, he had Gothland, and 
*• Sseland, and many iflands (which the Englilh inhabited before they came to 
" Englanc}), on his larboard." 

Ibid. A Ruffian hat. From hence, as well as from the life of Nial, cap. 31, ft 
appears, that hats manufaftured in Kufiia have, during the ninth and tenth century, 
been highly efteemcd. For Harald Gof«ifon, king of Denmark, gave along with 
his fuit of cloaths a Ruffian hat to Gunnar af Hlidarenda, an Icelandic nobleman. 
It muft alfo be remarked, that the Icelanders, called Ruffia, particularly the princi- 
paUty of Kiow, Gardarike, from Gorod,. or, as they have fpoken it, Garad, and 
Gard, a word fo frequent in the end of the proper names of places, viz* Novogorod, 
Inganagorod, lamogorod, which fignifies the fame as gardr^ an inclofurc, a faft place^, 
a burg, or caftlc. Vid. Notas in Gotreks fagam, p. 96.. 

P. 4. ^hpee marks ofjiher. From this one might draw the conclufion, that the 
Norwegians had na coins,, as the filverwas weighed in fcales s.but the life of St. 
Clave (hews that coins were not received in the market without being firft examined 
and weighed. 

B. ^ Biii/dmg materials. The genilemeo of fijrtune, being, fond of large and 
cxtenfive dwelling houfes, brought frequently building timber from Norway; and 
thofe whowere fatisficd with left, found materials enough in^ the woods of their 
own ifland, which, we are told, were in the beginning of its being difcovered, and 
long time fince, covered with extenfive forefts,. See Landnama in many places, 
particnlarly chap.. 14, p. 16,. which tell us that Avangr, a Norwegian, having^ 
taken into his poffcffion the land of Botn, near the firth called Huals fiord, in the 
fouth of Iceland, found it abounding with great woods, which enabled him to build 
a vcfTel fit fox foreign trade. He loaded her in a place called.HIadluxanuu:. Svarfdasn 
Igfaga relates the fame of Svarfardal in the north*. 
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P. 9. the child was bdpHfei. The baptifm frequently ufed by ow heathen an- 
ceftors was a religious aft of no fmall importance, being in veiled with all thofe rights 
and privileges which the laws of Chriftlans ftill annex to that ceremony. Before the 
baptifm, the child was left to the mercy of a defpotic father, who confi^ered his new- 
born babe bv no means better than a brute, which he could preferve or deftroy ac- 
cording to hrs fancy. But no fooner was the child baptifed, and charaderifed with a 
name, than a parent, who caufed his offspring to.be killed, became g;uilty of an atro- 
cious murder. See -Holmvcria Saga, an Icelandic hiftory, publifli^, Holum, 175^, 
pp. 77, 78. The baptifm was confequcnily a folemn ceremony, by which a child was 
introduced as a new member of the human fociety.; and having received a diftinA ^ 
name,>ihared the rights of individuals, and of a family into which he had thus' 
been received by his father, on whofe pleafure the performance of the baptifm, and 
the name annexed thereto, entirely depended. The particulars of the baptifin of 
the heathens are defcribed by Ot. Sperling, in his book de Baptifmo Gemiliun), 
:Havn. ijoOj 8vo$ and Joh. Lomejer De luftrationc Getitilium, Zutphan. 1700, 410. 

Ibid. Olafe Pheylan^ an Irifli nobleman, who at an early period fettled in Ice- 
land, and left a numerous pofterity, to which many of the firft families in that tfland, 
(iiH cjcifting, owe their Krth. 

P. 15. Merchandizes of Iceland^ during the courfe of the republic, confifted 
chiefly in broad cloth, which the inhabitants brought in bales into the markets of 
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Ruffia. Great quantities of garments ready 
made were likewife exported and fold with a confiderable advantage, particularly 
to the Norwegians, as we are told by Snorro Sturlefon, in the life of Harald Gra- 
feW, the king of Norway. This Prince being once informed of the arrival of an 
Icelandic merchant, who formerly had had the honour to be known to bis majefly, 
went on board the veffel, and having viewed her cargo, confiding of ready-made . 
doths, of that kind which were called feldr^ bought a fuit of grey colour; on 
which occafion the king received the epithet of grafeldr, or the grey coat, 

P. 1 7. Inclofure. At an early period of the republic of Iceland, it was cnad^ed 
by law : 

r. That all cultivated land be indofed with walls and fences built of entire {tone, 
.0r earth. 

2. That thefe walls be five feet thick at the bottom, three feet at the top, and 
fix feet high. 

3. That the inclofure hid acrofs the public road have a gate of eight feet wide, 
(hut up with a wooden frame on iron hinges, which may be opened and clofed by 
a man on horfeback. 

4. The offences againft this law be popular, and be tried by nine juryman before 
the court to which the ofEemder belongs. See Graga's, the book on Teoure, 
^hap. XV. 

In 
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Iii«<!onftfqncnce of this wife law, a regular trade of inclofers was cftablifhed and 
carried on till the fourteenth century. From that period, during the courfe of 
almoft five centuries, the inclofures ha?e moulded away and been totally neglefled, 
till the hulbandry of Iceland got new patrons in a Steman, a Revcntlou, a Schim- 
melman, an Erichfen, and a Todahl. 

P. 17. A prefent of a goU ring on the appearance of the firft tooth of a child^ 
The northern nations, well acquainted with the danger to which children are fub- 
j€fted during the courfe of teething, were extremely anxious to perpetuate the 
emotions of their joy on having had the gratification to fee that their children have 
got teeth ; and this they did by making them fome valuable prefents, which were called 
tanfe, u c. the gift of teeth. This cuftom, frequent among our heathen anceftors, 
gave birth to donations made by parents and godfathers to children, on occaiion of • 
their being bapiifed. As a remnant of the faid cuftom we may confider the prcfems* 
which are laid upon the cradle, and intended as a premium to the nurfe for her : 
care and tendernefs«. 

* 

P. 19. Harald Grafeldy fon to Harald the Hair Air, fiicceeded Ms brother Ha-^ 
con, the foller-fon of Athelftan, king of England, tg the kingdom of Norway, ia 
the year of Chrift 950, and died in the year 962. 

Gunnildf daughter of Auzor Tota, was queen dowager of Norway, and mother 
of many princes, fons to Harald the Hairfair. She is particularly known by the 
Icelandic writers under the name of konga moder, or the mother of kings. She was 
fickle, inconftant, faithlefs, revengeful, malicious, reftrained by no principle o£ 
duty, infatiable in her pretenfions; and Ihe was never deterred from employing the . 
moft criminal, and moft diflbonourable expedients. In fliort, her ambitious .and 
defpotic principles were as reftlefs, as her amours were unbounded. Sec Snorro 
Sturlefon, in the life of Harald Grafeld, and Olaf Tryggvafon, kings of Nor- 
way. Copenhagen, 1775. Saga dafs Tryggvafonar, Skalholte, 1689. Nialfaga, 
Copenh. 1772, p. 5* & feqq. 

Ruty or Hrut^ an Icelandic nobleman,' of Rutffad in the county of Laxardal, 
was defcended ' by males from Ragnar Lodbrok, king of Denmark. . He was 
diftinguiihed by many eminent gifts of nature. In his perfonal qualities he was 
courteous, affable, engaging, full of infinuation and addrefs, adtive, and enterprizing ; 
and he had the mafterly prudence to elude fome artful fchemes devifed by Gunnild, 
the queen dowager of Norway, whofe love intrigues might have been equally ruinous 
to himfclf and his native country. . 

p. 23. TJtf king and queen prondfed to Jhade him with their ^ufpices, 1. e. to aid 
«nd affift him by their genius and royal fortune. Our anceftors, following the opi« 
nion of Pythagoras and Pteto, imagined that every perfon had a certain number of 
tutelar fpirits, which the Greeks called DamonaSy and the Romans Genii ; and that- 
oa ihde.bcings depended their fate and fortune. Of all thefe Genii none was more 

A. a , obliging. 
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obliging than the Hamingiay or Gifta^ a female deity, ^ho, according to the 
pleafure of her mafter, could be transferred, lent, and given, to another, for the 
purpofe of operating in concert with the Genii of his own. Thus a conjunftion, 
as Cicero calls it, was efFefted, and the pdrlbn, whofe tutelar fpirits had been re- 
cruited by a prince, fcorned all danger, and purfued with confidence the objeft of 
an undertaking, however hazardous and difficult. On the dodirine of the Genii, 
or tutelar fpirits, fee Apuleius, Servius Grammaticu«» Ccnforinus, Alexander ab 
Alexandro, Tb. Bartholinus's Antiquitates Danicas de Caufis contempts a Danig 
gentilibus mortis. Havniae, 1689, 4to, p. 614. Johan. Erici Obfervationes ad 
ADti(|aitates Septentrionaies. Havn. 1769, 8vo, p. 151. Johan. Erici Tentamen 
dc Nominibus propriis. Havn. 1751, 8vo, pp. 29. 34. 

P. 25. The Irijb claimed the veffel under tbe/anSlion of the laws, which eonfifcated 
whatever they Jhould find on the jhore as a wreck. The barbarous cuftom praAifed by 
the ancients, according to which, thofe who had been unhappy enough to be wrecked 
on a foreign coaft were taken prifoners, fold as flaves, and robbed of their property, 
is fully defcribed by the excellent lawyer Johan. Charl. Henr. Dreyer, LL.D« 

' fyndic of Lybec, in his Specimen Juris Lubecenfis circa inhumanum jus naufragii. 
Buezow, 4to : for the treaties entered into on this fubjeft between Lubec and the 
kings of Denmark, England, France, Norway, .Scotland, &c. are here publiihed 
from the originals, and illuftrated with fuch notes as could be wi(hed for from a 
Dreyer. Conf. David Nehrmans de Jure fifci circa bona naufraga, Lond. Scanor* 
& 01. Walangeri Hiftoria Juris Warcchi Lond. Scanor. Jac. Shubachi de Jure 

.Liitoris Commentarius. Hamburg!, 1751, cum fig. 4to. 

P. 39. At Chriftmas the king prefented Ohf with a fuit of purple-cqloured cloth m 
By our bcft hiftorians we are informed, that the cuftom which ftill prevails among 
the Turks and the Eaftcrn nations, of prefenting a cloth of honour to a perfoa 
diftinguiihed by a fuperior rank, or perfonal abilities, has been common in thjci 
North of Europe : for Eathelred, king of England, in the year 1006, rewarded 
Gunlaug, an Icelandic poet, with a cloak of fcarlet, lined throughout with precious 
furs. Vide Gunlaog Ormftungu Saga, Copenhagen, 1776, 410, p. 87. And Ha- 
raid Gormfon, the king of Denmark, honoured Gunnar, of HIidarenda in the South 
of Iceland, with a magnificent fuit of cloaths, belides a pair of gloves embroidered 
with gold, a pair of garters with golden buttons at the end, and a hat manufadlured. 
in Rufiia. See Nialfaga, Copenhag. 1772, 410, p. 46. I muft alfo beg leave to ob- 
ferve, that the feaft which I have iranflated Chriftmas, was called lol^ or /«/, which 
fignifying a fumptuous treat, is ftill known under this name in Denmark, Norway, 
Iceland, and Sweden-, nay, even in the North of Britain ; and from whence the 
month of Januarius by the Saxons was ftylcd giuli, i. c. the feftival. And as this 
feaft had originally been dedicated by our heathen anceftors to the fun, their fu- 
preme deity ; fo the Chriftians, for the purpofe of engaging the minds of their 
Ethnic brethren, ordered it ihould be celebrated in memory of the birth of Chrift. 
3 And 
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And thus it has been through ages a feaft of joy and entertainment. We are indebted 
to Procopius for the firfl: account of this feaft. See his Hiftory of the Goths, 
book II. edit. Grotii, p. 260. Conf. OL Wormii Fafti Danicr, Havn. 1643. Gerb. 
Scbonningi de fefto poft occidui folis reditum in Septentrione olim celebrato Program- 
ma. SorsB, 1766, 410. G. Schonningii Programma de ratione anni apud veteres 
Septenirionales. Sorae, 1767, 410. Chrijli. iV>//&^/jrf Heliolatria vetcrum, Gry- 
phifwald. Job. Bircherodii Paleftra Antiquaria f. antiquitates Julia?. Havn. 1688, 
8vo. 0//. Sperling de nomine & fefto Jul. Havn. 1688, 8vo. Andr. Dablbom 
de vetcrum Svegothorum hiemali fefto Jul. Hohniae, 1703, 8vo. 

p. 43. Egil Skallagrimfon^ one of the greateft men in Iceland, is equally diflin- 
guilhcd by his love of military glory, and great (kill in poetry. He fought under 
king Athelftan the famous battle at Brunanbourgh in the year 926, and was much 
loved by that monarch. See Egil Skallagrimfonar faga. MS. The Northern An- 
tiquities. Lond. 1772. Olai Wormii Literatura Runica. Havn- 1652. Speci- 
men Lcxici Runici. Havn. 1650* 

P* iS^ Bis fins ere£led a magnificent barrow to his memory^ depojtiing tberein but a 
fmall (urn of money. The cuftom of burying along with the dead whatever had 
been dear to them, as money, horfes, dogs, and fervants, was abolilhed by the 
Chriftians. This may be feen from a treaty of the year 1249, entered into between 
the Pruffians and the Brethren of the Holy Crofs of Livonia, through the medium 
of which the new Chriftians promifed, that they for the future would neither burn 
nor inter along with their deceafcd friends, either horfes, or men, or weapons, or 
cloaths, or any other thing of value, which till then had been praftifed among 
them according to the rites and manners of the heathen. See Leonids Hiftory of 
Pruflia p. 59. In addition to what is mentioned above, we are told by Oddt 
Munk' in the Life of Olave Tryggvafoit, and the Annals of Flatey, that the an- 
cient laws of Sweden bound a widow to be interred alive along with her hufband. 
A law more barbarous than thofe of the Heruli, which ordered the unhaj^^py lair 
to be ftrangled near the gra^e of her mourned partner. See Procopius' Hiftory of ' ^ 

the Goths, book IL p. 256. . ^* 

Ibid, ^he Law hill was a rifing ground, or a hilloc, boarding upon the plain ■/ 

called tbittguollr, where the ftatcs of Iceland kept their general affembly. From v 

this hilloc the law, the decrees, and fentenccs, rendered by the fupreme court, were 
folemaly publilhed. 

P. CO. Keartan. His life is handed down to us !n the Laxdaela, and the Hif- 
tory of Olavc Tryggvafon, by Oddr Munk; andhispofterity is (kill very numerous 
in Icelaud. ."v ./ 

FINIS. .! <• 
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